Lebanese fight Easter Monday battle 

3*) — Riral Ghrbfian forces f ought wfth mortars, rocket- 
^ n ® ed ,JP'* n *‘ , *f ■“* *>wy iK ac Mnr g nw for two boon on Easter' 
i” ‘“P*"®*® «M wm * pretade to afloat warfare tar csrtrel 


tbc IndersUp of Lebanon*! C hris tian cobhbb uuI t began in ]*» 31. The 
batttcs have devastated the Christian enclave, ****** an t| 

MUon m damage. The d^riomals add Aonn, was orgaubfag hfa tram 
and training tbem for the expected ****tfr . 




Arab group to visit Moscow 

W — A delegation of Arab foreign ministers wifi go to Moscow 
next month, before the UJS.-Sovfct ranmlt, to rok* tbeir coocctn over the 
mam emigration of Soviet Jews to Israel, an Arab League source said 
Monday. Vladim ir PoBakov, Soviet vice-minister of foreign affairs in 
charge of the Near East, diseased the vWt with Arab League Secretary- 
General ChadH BUM, the source said. Poliakov met Palestine Liberation 
Organisatki (FLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat in Tonis Sunday to hand Mm 

a message abort rtceirt talks between U.5. Secretary of State James baker 

and Soviet Forego Minister Ednard Scbevarnadze. After hb meeting with 
KBbi, PoBakov told reporters: “The interests of aU the parties and 
i nternati on al law have to be taken into account in the Middle East peace 
process.” Israel has said that as many as 750,000 Soviet Jews cooki 
immigrate over the next Bve years, racing fear that many of then wffl settle 
in the IsraeB-oceupied territories. President George Bush and Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev have scheduled a summit in the United Stales 
for late May. 
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■: Swtich to summer 
: time on April 26 

; AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan will 
switch to summer time from mid- 
night Thursday, April 26 when 
docks are put forward an hour, 
the Jordan News Agency, Pena, 
said Monday. The switch will put 
the Kingdom three hours ahead 
of Greenwich Mean Time. 

Jardaneh 
; off to London 

4 AMMAN (R) — Finance Minis- 
' ter Basel Jardaneh left for Lon- 
don Monday for debt reschedul- 
ing talks with banks grouped in 
the London Club of commercial 
creators, an official said. He 
v gave no Anther details of the 
- d talks, doe to open Wednesday. 

- Jardaneh said recently that Jor- 

- dan expected to sign a long- 
delayed accord with commercial 
banks grouped in the dub by 
mid- April, paving the way for 
new loans of up to $50 million. 

? Bankers involved in the deal have 
. confirmed that prospects for the 
new money had improved. 

" Katyushas land 
In west Galilee 

■ TEL AVIV (R) — Several 
Soviet-made Katyusha rockets 
- were fired into northern Israel 
Monday, security sources said. 
,l They said the rockets exploded 
harmlessly in western Galilee. 
The attack was the first this 
mooth. The rockets were 
apparently feed from somewhere 
along the. 'coastal road north of 
Israel’s self-declared “security 
zone” in southern Lebanon and 
south of the town of Tyre, Israel 
Radio said. 

Has In Beirut 

BEIRUT (R) — Syrian Defence 
Minister General Mustafa Has 
met senior officials of the 
Lebanese government of 
Damascus-backed President Elias 
Hrawi after arriving in west 
Beirut Monday, security sources 
said. Syria has 40,000 troops sta- 
tioned in Lebanon and Tlas 
makes frequent inspection tours. 
Dozens of Syrian soldiers partol- 
led west Beirut streets as part of 
tightened security for the visit, 
,• witnesses said. 

: Sharaa meets 
Egyptian envoy 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Egypt’s 
bow ambassador to Syria, the first 
_ snee Damascus ruptured ties in 
'■ 1977 over the Egyptian-Israeh 
treaty, presented his credentials 
Monday. Ambassador Mustapha 
Abdul Aziz Mursi’s credentials 
were accepted by Syrian Foreign 
' Minister Farouq A1 Sharaa- The 
Syrian Arab News Agency said 
. . .the two discussed means of im- 
w proving relations between the 
two countries as well as develop- 
...mggrm the Arab World. “The 

- importance of Arab solidarity to 
confront various challenges was 

■ _«fctoed, n the agency said. 

; Militia leader killed 
/^jgfest Beirut 

ISSjitUT (AP) — Gunmen in a 
' "fprefiog car killed a commander 
/’oC&eSyrian-backed Sbi’ite Mus- 
•So Amaj militia in west Beirut 
' police reported. An 

3iaal official said Ali Abu 
'-'iHasaa, the militia's commander 
■n the Zokak AI Blat district of 
'* ■ & city’s western sector, was 
; Sastinated by the pro-Iranian 
■’ ffizboflah. The official said Abu 
Hasan was fatally wounded in the 
attack and died shortly after he 
anmed the American University 
Hospital. Police said Amal mili- 
fiasen later wok to the streets, 

1 * . firing in the air and raiding apart- 
ments near the scene of the 
■slaying in an apparent dragnet for 
■■the 'assassins. 

Centrists beat 
r^lovenla 
/-Communists 

. BELGRADE (R) — A centre- 

light a»Etinn W ousted Com- 

- xnmrists from power after 45 years 
^ ’in Yugoslavia's Slovenia republic, 

^anjM news agency said Mon- 
:>Jay. official results showed that 
/ he ex-party Democrat; United 
. ’-Opposition of Slovenia (DE- 
/HQS) got 55 per cent of votes in 
..r„\pril 8 elections for tire Stove- 
•, parliament. Its leader has 
/aid die group wffl seek inde- 
V J endeoee from Belgrade. 


Clashes mark 
anniversary of 
Abu Jihad killing 


Arafat is due in Amman 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops 
dashed with Palestinians marking 
the second anniversary Monday 
of the killing of the man who 
Israel believed had orchestrated 
the Palestinian uprising in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Demonstrators in the West 
Bank carried the Palestinian flag, 
burned tyres and dashed with 
troops as they commemorated 
the assassination of Khalil AI 
Wazir, the deputy military com- 
mander of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 

In the Abu Ghash village near 
Ramallah, streets were draped 
with the Palestinian flag and walls 
plastered with posters of Wazir 
(Abu Jihad). 

“We swear on the blood of 
Abu Jihad to continue the intifa- 
da,” said the slogan on the post- 
ers. 

Palestinian sources said the 
Gaza Strip was relatively qniet 
after Israel - confined 650,000 
Palestinians there to their homes 
to stem anticipated demonstra- 
tions on tiie anniversary. 

Troops were reinforced in the 
West B ank where scattered cur- 
fews were imposed on villages 
and refugee camps. 

In Jerusalem, a group of 
masked Palestinian youths ram- 
paged along the main shopping 
street, stoning police vans, break- 
ing car windows and setting tyres 
ablaze. 

Memorial parades and protests 
were reported in a half dozen 


West Bank towns and refugee 
camps. 

In the West Bank city of Nab- 
lus, an Israeli soldier was slightly 
injured in the right leg when a 
concrete block was dropped from 
a rooftop as be patrolled the 
crowded central market, the 
army spokesman's office and re- 
ports said. 

Soldiers opened fire with plas- 
tic bullets in Nablus, wounding 
two Palestinians, reports said. A 
23-year-old also was reproted 
shot in dashes with soldiers in the 
West B ank village of Beita. 

Knee the start of the uprising, 
673 Palestinians have been killed 
by Israeli soldiers or settlers. 

The rampage in Arab Jeru- 
salem began when a half-dozen 
Palestinian youths, their faces co- 
vered with masks and chequered 
scarves, ran along Salaeddin 
street and smashed the windows 
of at least five cars. 

An Assodated Press reporter 
saw one of tire masked men jump 
on the hood of a car and lock in 
its windshield. 

Several tyres were set ablaze, 
and at least two police vans were 
stoned, witnesses said. 

Earlier, slogans had been 
painted along the street in black 
and red saying “This is the day of 
Abu. Jihad”. . and. /Yes to the 
intifada.” The slogans were 
signed by the Fateh Strike Force. 

After the incident, police 
closed the Arab-owned shops 
along tiie street. Witnesses said 
two youths were arrested. 

Tension has been heightened in 


Jerusalem since the settlement 
last week of 150 Jews in the 
centre of the Arab Christian 
quarter of the old dty. 

There have been at least four 
demonstrations by Palestinians 
and liberal Jews since tire 72- 
room complex was taken over by 
the Jewish settlers last Wednes- 
day. The Greek Orthodox 
Church, which own the building, 
has gotten a court order to have 
the settlers evicted, but they 
appealed. 

In the West Bank town of 
Tulkarm, residents observed 10 
minutes of silence at mid- 
morning in Abu Jihad’s memory. 

Palestinian flags and posters 
with photos of Abu Jihad and 
Arafat were put up along the 
highways Uniting Tulkarm and 
nearby towns, local reporters 
said. 

In the Balata refugee camp 
outside Nablus, about 500 
Palestinian students marched in 
tiie slain PLO leader's memory. 

In Hebron, police used tear-gas 
and rubber bullets to break up a 
demonstration by Palestinian 
youths, who blocked roads with 
rocks and burning tyres. 

At least 10 youths were 
arrested, Arab reporters said. 

In Askar refugee camp, sol- 
diers siashed the tyres of 10 Arab- 
owned cars and shot and wound- 
ed one Palestinian during over- 
night dashes, Palestinian sources 
said. 

Two uprising activists were 
(Continued on page 5) 


Andersson | Thousands cheer 


in Cairo to 
probe peace 

CAIRO (R).— "Swedish Foreign 
Minister Sten Andersson, fresh 
from talks in Tunis with Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
leader Yasser Arafat, arrived in 
Cairo Monday to discuss chances 
for peace in tiie Middle East. 

Swedish embassy officials said 
Andersson's talks with Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul 
Meguid Tuesday would focus on 
Middle East peace efforts, at a 
standstill since the fall of the 
Israeli coalition government last 
month. 

Last week, Israel's Labour 
leader Shimon Peres failed to 
form a new cabinet and asked for 
a two-week extension. 

Andersson, whose secret di- 
plomacy led to the opening of 
dialogue between tire PLO and 
the United States, has in the past 
said that he would try to bridge 
the gap between the PLO and 
Israel. 

The officials said Andersson 
would leave Cairo Tuesday after- 
noon when he is due back in 
Tunisia for a three-day official 
visit. 

The contents of Arafat’s Tunis 
talks with Andersson were not 
disclosed. 

Andersson told reporters that 
Sweden was trying its best to 
develop the U.S.-PLO dialogue. 

He said Arafat was expected in 
Cairo within hours. 


Mandela in London 


LONDON (R) — Tens of 
thousands of people and a host of 
rock music stars gathered in Lon- 
don's biggest stadium Monday to 
pay tribute to South African 
black leader Nelson Mandela. 

The veteran anti-apartheid 
campaigner was greeted with 
tumultuous applause as be 
appeared on stage at Wembley 
Stadium with his wife Winnie. 

Clearly delighted with his re- 
ception, Mandela returned .the 
cheers with broad smiles and his 
familiar denched-fist salute. 

Later be was due to use the 
occasion to urge a worldwide 
television audience of up to one 
billion people to keep up pressure 
on South Africa’s white minority 
government. 

He was also expected to thank 
supporters in Britain who orga- 
nised a pop concert two years ago 
as part of an international cam- 
paign that helped secure his free- 
dom. 

The sell-out concert was being 
beamed live by satellite to dozens 
of countries, giving Mandela bis 
biggest audience since his release 
two months ago after 27 years in 
jail for plotting to topple Pre- 
toria's apartheid system. 

But the performance will not 
be seen in South Africa because 
of a cultural boycott in protest 
against its apartheid rules. Amer- 
icans will ako miss the concert as 
U.S. broadcasting firms foiled to 


buy the television rights. 

The concert line-up featured 
rock singers Natalie Cole, Peter 
Gabriel and Tracy Chapman, 
who' performed at the 70th birth- 
day tribute to Mandela at the 
same London venue in 1988. 

Mandela's speech to the 
70,000-strong audience at Wemb- 
ley Stadium was scheduled to- 
wards the end of the five-hour 
mixture of pop and politics which 
included sets from veteran stars 
Lou Reed and Neil Young. 

As the first acts prepared to 
reform, the audience at the north 
London sports stadium was in 
party mood despite a heavy 
downpour. 

Comedian Lenny Henry told 
the cheering crowd: “Nelson 
Mandela waited 27 years to come 
out of jail and then he showed up 
on Easter Monday in Britain, tire 
wettest, coldest day in the uni- 
verse by tradition.” 

Mandela, vice-president of the 
African National Congress 
(ANC), said before leaving South 
Africa that his address would 
indude an appeal to retain econo- 
mic sanctions to force the disman- 
tling of apartheid. 

KBs pro-sanctions message con- 
flicts with the positon held by 
British leader Margaret Thatch- 
er, whose name was conspicuous- 
ly absent from Mandela's sche- 
dule in London. 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat was expected to 
arrive here late Monday for talks 
with His Majesty King Hussein 
on Jordani an-Palestinian coor- 
dination and the latest develop- 
ments in the Middle East, in- 
formed sources said. 

The sources said a high-level 
delegation, including several 
members of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) Execu- 
tive Committee, would accom- 
pany the PLO chairman. 

Two members of the PLO Ex- 
ecutive Committee, Mahmoud 
Abbas and Abdullah Hourani, 
arrived here last week and held 
talks with senior Jordanian offi- 
cials to prepare for Arafat’s visit. 
The two stayed back in Amman 
awaiting the PLO chainnan’s 
arrival. 

In comments carried Sunday 
night by the Jordan News Agen- 


cy, Petra, Arafat said he would 
discuss prospects of convening a 
special Arab summit and ways to 
counter an influx of Soviet Jews 
to Israel with King Hussein when 
he visits Jordan. 

Arafat said the summit should 
be convened before the leaders of 
the U.S. and the Soviet Union 
meet at the end of next month. 

He said talks in Amman would 
cover “the direct and indirect 
threats Israeli leaders are laun- 
ching against our Arab Nation in 
general and Iraq in particular, the 
threats of Soviet Jewish immigra- 
tion to occupied Palestine and 
bilateral ties." 

“Jordan and South Lebanon 
will be the first to be affected by 
this programmed Jewish im- 
migration,” he said. “The im- 
migration is a demographic bomb 
inside the Arab body.'* 

Arafat condemned as barbaric 
this week's teaigassing by Israeli 
police of Greek Orthodox Pat- 


riarch Deodoros and the settle- 
ment of ISO Jews in St. John's 
Hospice in Arab Jerusalem. 

‘This brutal assault was a gift 
(from the Israelis) to all the 
Christians of the world,” he was 
quoted as saying by Petra. 

Among the topics to be discus- 
sed by the King and Arafat is a 
working paper outlining the basis 
of future Jordani an-Palestinian 
relations, according to senior 
PLO officials. 

The basis, they said this week, 
will be a confederation between 
Jordan and the State of Palestine 
as and when it will be created on 
the ground. 

Abbas and Hourani have 
reiterated the PLO's wish for a 
confederation between Jordan 
and an independent Palestinian 
state. 

The PLO and the Palestine 
National Council (PNC) have re- 
peatedly called for a future con- 
federation between the two. 


Split threatens S. Yemeni party 


ADEN (AP) — Ali Salem AI 
Beidh, leader of the ruling Yeme- 
ni Socialist Party (YSP), was 
locked in a dosed-door session 
with the party’s politburo Mon- 
day seeking to contain an emerg- 
ing rift. 

Beidh has in recent months 
opened up South Yemen, the 
Arab World's only avowedly t 
Marxist state, in-line with the 4 
reforming policies of Aden’s 
Soviet mentors. 

It was been moving towards 
union with North Yemen. 

The liberalisation .effort has 
included tolerance of demonstra- 
tions and strikes md moves to- 
wards a multi-party system. This 
has pushed political factions to- 
wards forming new parties that 
could end die Socialist Party’s 
monopoly of power. 

Details of die split within the 
party's leadership were not dear. 

But it appeared to be primarily 
between factions led by Salem 
Saleb Mohammad, the party's 
deputy secretary-general, and 
Seif Say el, secretary of the party’s 
organisation in Aden, the capital. 

It was not dear if the in- 
fighting will affect die moves to 
merge the two Yemens by 
November, after years of friction. 


But North Yemeni President 
Ali Abdullah Salem was quoted 
by the official Radio Sana Sunday 
night as declaring at a rally that 
'‘Communists and fundamentalist 
Muslims’* were trying to torpedo 
the merger. 

He was referring to grassroots 
opposition m both countries to a 
union of the two long- 
impoverished Red Sea states, 
which have discovered oil and are 
moving towards an economic tur- 
naround. 

The South Yemen rift came to 
light when some 6,000 demon- 
strators took to the streets In the 
capital Friday and Saturday 
nights to protest the downfall of 
Aden's governor, Nagi Ottoman, 
in elections last week. 

The pro-Othman protesters 
charged that die elections were 
rigged and that rival blocs were 
forming within die party. 

Beidh called the meeting of the 
11-member politburo, which in- 
cludes President Haider Abu 
Bakr AI Attas, late Sunday. 

That appeared to have preemp- 
ted a counter-demonstration by 
supporters of Sayel, who has 
been nominated for the politburo 
and attends its meetings. 

The earlier elections had been 


postponed since November, 
when Othman was the only candi- 
date, until Sayd's faction could 
find a candidate strong enough to 
unseat him. 

Othman Kamarani, a member 
of Sayel’s faction, won. 

The former governor is an ally 
of Salem Saleh Mohammad, who 
heads one of the two main fac- 
tions with AI Beidh, the party’s 
secretary-general. 

The rival radical friction led by 
Sayel, the party's Aden boss since 
1987 when be returned from Mos- 
cow with a doctorate in political 
science, is known as Fataheen 
after former party leader Abdul 
Fatah Ismail. 

He was slain in a 12-day civil 
war between rival party factions 
in January 1986 that also toppled 
former President AH Nasser 
Mohammad. 

Beidh and Mohammad became 
South Yemen's strongmen fol- 
lowing the civil war. 

Beidh was defeated last week 
in a party leadership vote when 
he tried to take over from Attas 
as bead of the party's ruling 
praeadhun. 

He apparently wanted to be on 
an equal footing with Saleh in 
North Yemen. 


Lithuania seeks compromise 


MOSCOW (R) — Lithuania is 
ready to compromise on the key 
issues cited by President Mikhail 
Gorbachev in his threat to cut off 
strategic goods, the Baltic repub- 
lic's prime minister said Monday. 

Kazamiera Prunskiene, in a 
telephone interview from her 
office in VQmus, said the repub- 
lic’s leaders had been “very care- 
ful” in drafting a response to 
Gorbachev at a special session 
held on Easter Monday, a public 
holiday in Lithuania. 

She said Gorbachev's threat, 
issued last Friday, differed from 
previous Kremlin statements be- 
cause it did not specifically de- 
mand the rescinding of 
Lithuania's March 11 declaration 
of independence. 

The Kremlin warning, also 
signed by Prime Minister Nikolai 
Ryzhkov, gave the republic two 
days to abandon legislation back- 
ing up its independence declara- 
tion or face a cut-off of all sup- 
plies normally sold abroad for 
hard currency. 

There were no specific signs of 
any attempt to halt supplies of 
such goods, which would include 


oil, gas and other raw materials 
scarce in the republic. 

“This last telegram represents 
a softening because there was no 
mention of presidential power 
and no necessity of rescinding the 
decisions of March 11," Pruns- 
kiene said. 

“There were claims in connec- 
tion with concrete issues — the 
spring military call-up, the rights 
of Soviet citizens in Lithuania and 
property of the Soviet Commun- 
ist Party. On all these questions 
we are prepared not only to hold 
talks but also to move towards- 
compromises.” 

She repeated Lithuania's wil- 
lingness to allow men to serve in 
the Soviet army if they wished 
and said ft had agreed to let 
resident Soviet citizens retain 
their citizenship. 

The authorities were also pre- 
pared to examine urgently dis- 
putes over Soviet properties 
which Lithuania claimed as its 
own following its independence 
proclamation. They included 
buildings belonging to the nation- 
al Communist Party. 

Gorbachev had demanded the 


repeal of the Lithuanian parlia- 
ment’s call to boycott the spring 
Soviet military call-up and its 
decision to introduce ''citizenship 
certificates.” He also referred to 
the dispute over Communist Par- 
ty property. 

Prunskiene said she saw no 
evidence of any supplies being 
withheld “outside the normal 
shortages within the Soviet sys- 
tem.” 

She also said the joint meeting 
of the Lithuanian government 
and parliamentary leadership 
issued instruction to Lithuanian 
enterprises not to withhold goods 
to Soviet customers pending clar- 
ification of Moscow’s measures. 

“We agreed to take no mea- 
sures until there was some clar- 
ification," she said. 

“We are entitled to know what 
the Soviet Union means when it 
talks about halting supplies — 
what goods are we talking about, 
are we to be made to pay in hard 
currency or what?" 

The prime minister said a tele- 
gram drafted by the meeting 

(Continued on page 5) 


King 

meets with 
Communists 

By Iamb K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In what was 
viewed as “a gesture of 
national reconciliation,” His 
Majesty King Hussein met 
Sunday night the leadership of 
the Jordanian Communist 
Party (JCP) for the first time 
since the party’s inception in 
the early fifties. 

“We believe that the histor- 
ic barrier between us has been 
removed,” declared JCP poli- 
tical bureau member Issa 
Mdanat on Monday. “The ice 
has been broken,” he said. 

Mdanat, who is the only 
Communist member in the 
Lower House of parliament, 
described the one hour and a 
half meeting “as very posi- 
tive." 

The meeting followed ear- 
lier consultations between 
JCP party leaders and senior 
palace officials which had led 
to the participation of a com- 
munist representative in the 
Royal Commission entrusted 
with drawing up the proposed 
national charter to regulate 
political life in the country. 

Analysts viewed the meet- 
ing as an expected result of 
the democratisation process 
and the general shift in the 
Communists attitude in light 
of the sweeping changes in 
Eastern Europe. 

As a leading part of the opposi- 
tion, the JCP had clashed with 
successive Jordanian govern- 
ments over policies ranging from 
the Jordanian alliances with the 
West to economic and internal 
policies. 

The JCP was particularly active 
during the fifties when it had 
vehemently opposed American 
President Dwight Eisenhower’s 
doctrine and the 1955 Baghdad 
pact. 

The party supported the 
national coalition government of 
the late Suleiman Nabulsi and for 
a short period in the early seven- 
ties formed a military branch 
which fought alongside the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation. 

Party members including the 
leadership were frequently im- 
prisoned while a 1953 law against 
communism stipulated a mini- 
mum of 15 year imprisonment for 
any Jordanian who is convicted of 
membership of the party or even 
dissemenating Marxist ideas. 

But since 1967 the law was 
sparingly used, and last January 
the government presented to Par- 
liament a draft legislation to aboi- 
ish foe law. The legislation is 
now being discussed by the Legal 
Committee of the Lower House. 

In the past the state had viewed 
the JCP as committed to topple 
the regime, something that the 
JCP leaders repeatedly denied. 

During the November’s elec- 
tions, JCP candidates, who stood 
for parliament as individuals, 
stressed their adherence to the 
Constitution. 

“We have no problem with the 
kind of regime that we co-exist 
with, whether it is a republic or a 
monarchy. After all there could 
be repressive republics,” JCP 
Chairman Yacoub Ziadin repe- 
atedly said during his unsuccess- 
ful bid for a parliament seat last 
November. 


Unionist Democrats aim to rally ‘uncommitted’ Jordanians 


-By Tjwnis K. Andoni 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — The Unionist 
Democratic Association 
(UDA) — a liberal political 
grouping seeking to become a 
legal party — held its seventh 
annual conference over foe 
weekend and concluded it with 
an open meeting attended by 
representatives of at least 
seven political trends in tiie 
country. 

Hie event is expected to 
mark the start of a new tradi- 
tion in the political life in 
Jordan for in the past the 
existing groups had hitherto 
held their annual conferences 
underground. 

Although the UDA, which 


was established in 1983, has 
never been a clandestine orga- 
nisation, foe conference — 
which took place at foe Jeru- 
salem Hotel Saturday and Sun- 
day — was the first time that 
the association publicly intro- 
duced itself as a political party. 

In a short speech, UDA 
founder Dr. Jamal Sbaer de- 
clared that his group hopes to 
represent mainstream Jorda- 
nians who are not part of the 
organised left or Islamic fun- 
damentalist movement. 

“As it stands now, the poli- 
tical map of Jordan indudes 
two organised trends: The big- 
gest is the organised Islamic 
coalition and the second and 
smaller comprises the leftist 


groups, but the majority of the 
Jordanians in between are not 
organised and do not have a 
group to represent them,” be 
said. 

“We hope that the UDA 
mil represent this category 
without taking a hostile posi- 
tion a gainst either the Islamists 
or the left,” he added. 

On their party, representa- 
tives of tiie Islamist and the 
leftist trends stressed commit- 
ment to political tolerance and 
pluralism. Muslim Brother- 
hood representative Ziad Aba 
Ghaneuneh seized the occa- 
sion to stress his group's readi- 
ness to work within a pluralist 
framework. 

Abu Ghanenneh’s remarks 


implied a departure from hos- 
tile attitude expressed in the 
last two months by a number 
of Muslim Brotherhood offi- 
cials against Communist activi- 
ties. It was not yet dear, 
however, if Abu Gbanehn eh 's 
emphasis <m pluralism would 
translate into a change in the 
Brotherhood's position on the 
legalisation of the Co mmunis t 
Party. 

Although most of tiie groups 
present did not announce any 
new position, the short 
speeches revealed aspects of 
foe ongoing debate on tiie 
national charter. 

Mazen Saket, a pan-Arab 
nationalist, urged the Jorda- 
nian groups to articulate a 


dear position on foe charter 
and its objective. "Will foe 
charter define the shape, the 
direction and the limitations of 
the future political move- 
ment,” be asked, “Will it be 
binding?" 

In his comments. Dr Sbaer 
pointed out that his group h«d 
always advocated public 
political activities as opposed 
to clandestine work ami the 
establishment of parties which 
axe independent from an affi- 
liation with a state or a force 
abroad. 

Dr. Shaer, a former Baa fo- 
ist, has repeatedly argued in 
the past that parties with ex- 
tensions abroad have proved 
to be "destructive of and res- 


trictive” to local parties. 

In an apparent reply to Dr. 
Shaer’s remarkrs. the Jordan 
People's Democratic Party 
(JPDP) representative Tayseer 
Zabri expressed resentment of 
the classification of parties as 
independent or with exten- 
sions abroad. 

The JPDP broke away from 
the Democratic Front for (he 
Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP) last July (in complete 
coordination with the latter) 
after functioning as its Jorda- 
nian wing for more than one 
decade. JPDP officials insist 
that they are independent 
from the Damascus-based 
DFLP. 

Representatives of the 


Jordanian wing of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP), foe Party of 
Justice, and foe Constitutional 
Front (both of which are tiny 
groups which are seeking to 
turn into broad popular-based 
parties) also addressed the 
meeting. 

At the beginning of the 
meeting. Lower House Speak- 
er Suleiman Arar urged all 
trends to cooperate to ensure 
foe success of foe Jordanian 
experiment with democracy. 

Both Palestine National 
Council (PNC) -Speaker 
Sheikh Abdul Hameed Saeh 
and Palestinian ambassador AI 
Tayeb Abdul Rahim were pre- 
sent at foe meeting. 
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Riyadh rejects Iranian criticism 


Saudi Arabia sticks 
to pilgrimage quotas 


RIYADH (Agencies) — Saudi Arabia has reaffirmed 
that it will only allow 45,000 Iranians to visit the holy 
city of Mecca in this year’s annual Muslim pilgrim- 
age despite bitter criticism by Tehran. 


The pilgrimage quota, imposed 
two years ago after riots which 
the Saudis said were instigated by 
the Iranians, limits Iran's contin- 
gent to less than one-third the 
□umber that usually visited Mec- 
ca annually before 1988. 

The official Saudi Press Agen- 
cy quoted a spokesman for the 
Ministry of Pilgrimage and Reli- 
gious Endowments as saying late 
Sunday that Saudi Arabia re- 
jected “auctioneering, haggling 
and pressure tactics” from 
Tehran to have the quota system 
lifted. 

The comment was prompted by 
the publication in Tehran last 
Wednesday of an open letter 
signed by more than half of the 
270 members of Iran's parliament 
and demanding Saudi Arabia 
allow 150,000 Iranians to make 
this year’s pilgrimage which cli- 
maxes in early July. 

The quota system, which was 
backed by aO other Muslim coun- 
tries except Iran, allows only 
1,000 out of every 1 million head 
of population in Islamic nations. 
Iran has boycotted the pilgrimage 
since the quota system was im- 
posed. 

Iran recently announced its 
population has swelled to 55 mil- 
lion, which under the quota sys- 
tem would allow it to send 55,000 
pilgrims. But the Saudi statement 
specified only 45,000 would be 
permitted. 

It said Riyadh “rejects any 
attempt to divert it from its deter- 
mination to implement this deci- 
sion which is fully respected by all 
Islamic states with the exception 
of Iran, which allows itself to 
violate this decision and break 
with unanimity for objectives that 
have become well known and 
exposed to the Islamic World and 
its nations." 

It said Iranians were welcome 
so long as they stayed within the 
quota limits and heeded Saudi 
bans on political demonstrations 
during the pilgrimage. 

Hie statement warned against 
any attempt “to try to infringe on 
the security of the pilgrims of the 
sacred House of God, whose 
security is an indivisible part of 
the security of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia.” 

It said the Iranian lawmakers' 
letter was part of “Iran’s attempts 
to break away from the Islamic 
unanimity under the mantle of 
Base charges whenever the Haj 
season gets near." 

The Saudis cited large-scale re- 
novations and expansion of facili- 
ties in Mecca and the other holy 
city of Medina for the cutbacks. 


Bui the move followed the riots 
in Mecca during the 1987 pilgrim- 
age in which 402 people, includ- 
ing more than 280 Iranians, were 
killed. 

Saudi Arabia has been at odds 
with Iran for years in a religious 
dispute and severed relations in 
April 1988, citing terrorism and 
subversion. 

Iran's population is overwhel- 
mingly Shi'ite Muslim. Most of 
Saudi Arabia’s native population 
of an estimated 8 million belong 
to the mainstream Sunni sect. 
The rival sects have been feuding 
for centuries. 

The Iranian parliamentarians' 
letter demanded Riyadh pay 
“blood money 1 ' for the Iranians 
killed in 1987, the last pilgrimage 
season at which an Iranian con- 
tingent was present. 

Iran charges that Saudi security 
forces killed its pilgrims. The 
Saudi statement reiterated 
Riyadh's contention that the fata- 
lities were mainly elderly pilgrims 
and women crushed in a stam- 
pede when security forces tried to 
disperse the demonstrators. 

The statement listed “shame- 
ful 1 ' attempts by Iranians to dis- 
rupt earlier pilgrimages. 

It cited the discovery of large 
quantities of explosives carried by 
a planeload of Iranians in 1986 
and the seizure of 35,000 sharp 
implements, including knives and 
daggers, during the 1987 Haj. 

The statement noted “a pro- 
vocative campaign” by Iran’s 
media following last year's be- 
heading of 16 Shi'ite Muslims, 
most of them from Kuwait, con- 
victed of bombings during the 
1989 pilgrimage. 

The explosions killed one 
Pakistani pilgrim and wounded 16 
other Muslims. 

The Tehran lawmakers insisted 
that pilgrims must be allowed to 
stage demonstrations in Mecca as 
Iran’s late revolutionary leader, 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, 
had demanded. 

The Saudi statement quoted 
messages purported to have been 
issued by Khomeini in 1980 and* 
1983 urging Iranian pilgrims 
heading for Mecca “to avoid any 
act that would bring about divi- 
sion in Islamic ranks.” 

Khomeini was also quoted as 
ordering Iranian Muslims to pray 
under the leadership of Saudi 
preachers while in Saudi Arabia. 

The Saudi claims’ contrasted 
with public calls by Iranian reli- 
gious leaders to seize the shrines 
m Mecca and Medina, which are 
under the custodianship of the 
Saudi royal family. 


The Iranian leaders also re- 
fused to have Iranians led in 
prayers by Saudis and proclaimed 
that the pilgrimage rituals should 
include demonstrations against 
the United States, Israel and 
other countries the Iranians con- 
sider enemies of Islam. 

Khomeini has pledged to ex- 
port Iran’s 1979 Islamic revolu- 
tion to neighbouring Gulf coun- 
tries and seize the leadership of 
the Islamic World. 

Muslims East during 
the day 

Meanwhile Muslim business in 
the Middle East slackened as 
usual during working hours in the 
holy month of Ramadan this 
year, but consumerism was ram- 
pant after dark. 

As shadows lengthened the 
traffic roar resumed with the 
faithful rushing to break their fast 
and feast with their families. 

After enduring abstinence 
from food, water, and smoking, 
Muslims enjoyed lavish meals at 
home or spent heavily in res- 
taurants on the special dishes 
traditional at Ramadan. 

Many Muslims in the Arab 
World have been observing 
Ram adan since March 27. Others 
started the following day. The 
annual rite of se lf-discip line will 
end next week. 

Merchants, aware that Muslims 
eat more during Ramadan than 
they do in other months of the 
year, have raised prices of fruit, 
meal, and vegetables to the pre- 
dictable outcry of shoppers. 

In Tunis, Kmar Safene, direc- 
tor of domestic trade at the Eco- 
nomy Ministry, said that food 
consumption increased between 
10 and 20 per cent during 
Ramadan. 

“There is a big difference be- 
tween the spirit of Ramadan and 
the way consumers behave,” the 
United Arab Emirates newspaper 
AJ Bayan said Sunday. 

“Some housewives admit that 
they go ovenfhe top in preparing 
meals to break the fast while 
traders have said sales of some 
foods bave doubled,” it added. 

Fasting is one of the five sacred 
pillars of Islam, along with a 
pledge to God and the Prophet 
Mohammad, praying five times a 
day, giving alms to the poor and 
making a pilgrimmage to Mecca. 

Working hours in government 
offices ami banks were cut in 
most Arab counfries. 

In very conservative Arab 
countries, people are shunned 
and sometimes punished for eat- 
ing in public during fasting hours. 

In Saudi Arabia people can be 
whipped and jailed for ignoring 
the fast, while in Egypt parlia- 
ment is studying a draft law to 
punish people for infringements. 


Bhutto in Mecca to perform Umrah 


JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — 
Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto arrived Monday on a 3- 
day visit to Mecca, her second 
out-of-season pilgrimage to 
Islam’s holiest shrines. 

Diplomatic sources said that 
Bhutto will hold talks with King 
Fahd. She also met with him 
during her visit 15 months ago to 
perform Umrah, as the visit to 
the holy shrines during off season 
is called. The Haj, or pilgrimage, 
falls at the end of June this year. 

The Saudi Monarch is in Mecca 
for the last third of the current 
Muslim holy month of fasting, 
Ramadan. 

The sources, who spoke on 
condition they not be named, said 
that Bhutto's talks with Fahd will 
cover various issues of common 
interest, international develop- 
ments, and especially the rising 
tension on the Paltistan-Indian 


border because of Hindu-Muslim 
religious strife in the disputed 
province of Kashmir. 

The sources noted that Afgha- 
nistan is also a major issue of 
interest to both Pakistan and 
Saudi Arabia. The two countries 
led the international support for 
the Mujahedeen who fought the 
1979-89 Soviet invasion of their 
country and still back the factions 
despite the squabbling among 
them. 

Kashmir is the only Muslim- 
dominated area in India, and the 
Saudi-based 46-member Orga- 
nisation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) has been expressing con- 
cern about dashes there. The 
Saudi-dominated OIC is an 
umbrella organisation for the 
Islamic World. 

Pakistan already fought two 
wars with India over Kashmir, 
home for over 12 million Mus- 


lims. 

Bhutto's trip comes at a time 
when her ruling party and Pakis- 
tan are under tremendous press- 
ure from the opposition, the 
Mubajir Qami Movement The 
Movement represents the Muslim 
Indian immigrants who crossed the 
border from India into Pakistan 
after British colonial rule ended 
in the subcontinent. They seek 
strong action from Islamabad on 
Kashmir . 

A 45-member entourage, in- 
ducting the prime minister’s hus- 
band, Asif Ali Zardari, senior 
cabinet ministers and high-rank- 
ing military officials, accompa- 
nied Bhutto on the special flight 

The 37-year-old prime minister 
was in Mecca, the birthplace of 
the Prophet Mohammad, shortly 
after she became the fust woman 
leader of a modern Muslim na- 
tion in the 1988. 


British 
hostage 
ends 4th 
year in 
captivity 

BEIRUT (R) — Journalist John 
McCarthy, the longest-held Brit- 
ish hostage in Lebanon, com- 
pleted bis fourth year in captivity 
Monday with, mystery shrouding 

his fate . 

‘Tve got to go. I’ve got a lot to 
do. HI see you tomorrow,” 
McCarthy told his friend Jill Mor- 
rell in a phone call to London one 
day before heading for Beirut 
airport for a flight to England. 

McCarthy, 33, a journalist with 
World Television News, was 
seized by gunmen on April 17, 
1986. as be drove to catch his 
plane two days after an air raid on 
Libya by U.S. jets based in Bri- 
tain. Tripoli denounced Britain’s 
role. 

On the same day McCarthy 
was kidnapped, three hostages, 
an American and two Britons, 
were killed by their captors to 
avenge the raid. 

Unlike most of 17 Westerners 
missing and believed kidnapped 
in Lebanon by pro-Iranian 
groups, no-one has claimed re- 
sponsibility for seizing McCarthy. 
No videotapes or polariod photo- 
graphs have been released show- 
ing him in captivity. 

The missing hostages include 
eight Americans, I rishman Brian 
Keenan and Britons Terry Waite 
and Jack Mann. 

American Terry Anderson of 
the Associated Press is the 
longest held victim. He was 
seized in a west Beirut street on 
March 16, 1985. 

A senior Muslim fundamental- 
ist source denied McCarthy's 
abduction was linked to the plight 
of the other Western hostages. 

“McCarthy is not on the hos- 
tage list,” tiie source said without 
elaborating. 

Muslim security sources said 
this could mean McCarthy was 
not held by militants loyal to Iran 
but was detuned by a Libyan- 
backed group. 

Recent statements by Iranian 
leaders' that the hostage crisis 
could end soon have raised hopes 
the kidnap victims might be freed 
this year. But a Western diplomat 
here believed the Iranian com- 
ments were only “test balloons.” 

“It is unlikely that the United 
States would make concessions to 
Iran, and it is unlikely that 
Tehran would back down from its 
demands. So there is nothing 
much going on at the moment on 
the hostages," be said. 

In the long and uncertain years 
since his abduction. McCarthy’s 
family campaigned tirelessly for 
his release. 





Kollek says Dole misinterpreted him 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) action 1 fully oppose,” Kollek 
— Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kol- ■ said in a telegram to Dole. 


lek says be (fid not agree with 
U.S. Senate Republican leader 


Kooen iroie mat a senate resolu- 
tion reco gnising Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital should be re- 
pealed. 

“I was surprised to learn that 
you referred to our conversation 
to justify your intention to prop- 
ose to the Senate that it rescind its 
recent resolution on Jerualam, an 


On Friday Dole tohl journalists 
in Jerusalem Kollek agreed with 


mm that the resolution was de- 
trimental. 

“Mayor Kollek... believes that 
Jersualem should be the capital 
(of Israel) but he also said he 
agreed, in fact told os yesterday 
morning, that the resolution was 
iO-tinied, it served no useful pur- 
pose,” Dole said. 


Kollek said his comments to 
the senators referred to an earlier 
U.S. resolution. 

*T (fid discuss with you and 




fair/w some years ago concerning 
moving the (U.S.) embassy from 
Td Aviv to Jerusalem which was 
never acted upon” he said in the 
telegram. 

Dole co-sponsored the non- 
binding resolution on Jerusalem 


which angered Arab states and 
Palestinians who view the eaty xs 
the capital of their future suit; 
“I found as we travelled td 

fimia tVlA 


all wanted to talk about this 
resolution instead of the peace 
process,” Dole said. 

“We were getting off the tract 
So TO make a statement oar on 
the Senate floor in detail 
Wednesday,” Dole added. 


Iraq denies U.S. ‘nuclear trigger’ indictment 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq, de- 
nying U.S. Charges that unclear 
bomb triggers were to be smug- 
gled to Baghdad, said Monday 
the alleged detonators were des- 
tined for a university laser pro- 
ject. 

The so-called triggers were 
“nothing but capacitors ordered 
for use in a carbonic laser system 
at Baghdad’s Technological Uni- 
versity," said a spokesman for the 
Ministry of Industry and Mibtaxy 
Industrialisation. 

“The (U.S.) description of the 
items in question... as equipment 
for use in nuclear purposes is 
untrue,” be said. 

The indictment issued on 
March 29 details an 18-month 
“sting” operation by U.S. cus- 
toms officials that led to the 
seizure in Britain the day before 


of U.S.-made dummy capacitors 
bound for Iraq. 

Four Iraqis, a Frenchwoman 
and two British comp a n i es are 
charged in the indictment with 
planning to smuggle real nuclear 
bomb detonators to Baghdad. 

Iraq at once denied the charges 
and said it had no endear 
weapons. 

Relations between Iraq and 
both the United States and Bri- 
tain worsened, and President 
Saddam Hussein fuelled the row 
last month by saying Iraq bad 
binary chemical weapons and 
would “burn half Israel” if 
attacked. 

Britain has since seized steel 
tubes bound for Iraq saying they 
coukl be part of a giant gun to fire 
nuclear or chemical weapons or a 
satellite launcher. Baghdad says 


they are parts for its petrochemic- 
al industry. 

The Iraqi ministry spokesman, 
quoted by the official Iraqi news 
agency (IN A), said there was no 
legal relationship between Iraq’s 
A1 Qaqaa Company, which the 
U.S. indictment says ordered the 
capadtois, and the five people 
charged. 

The spokesman also hinted 
that one of those ebaigpd, Afi 
Ashour Dagfair, was not an Iraqi 
national as alleged in the indict- 
ment . 

Papers relied on by the indict- 
ment, involving telex messages 
and telephone communications 
relating to Daghir, “cannot be 
considered documents issued or 
stamped by A1 Qaqaa,” the 
spokesman said. 


“The transfer ofe $10,500 the 
total cost of the capacitors, fo ti k 
U nited States, was car ried out 
frankly and openly," he said. 

U.S. and British officiate had 
violated international taw and 
moral norms by encouraging peo- 
ple to commit illegal acts, the 
spokesman added. _ 

Hussein Thursday told a U.S. 
Senate delegation led by Republi- 
can leader Robert Dole that Iraq 
had no nuclear or bacteriological 
and did not plan to 
make any. 

Iraq’s chemical weapons were a 
sufficient deterrent against Israel, 
Hussein said. 

Israeli warplanes destroyed an 
Iraqi nodear reactor in 1981. Iraq 
is one of Israel’s most implacable 
enemies. 


Libya, not Abu Nidal, seized hostages — Le Monde 


PARIS (AP) — The three hos- 
tages freed in Beirut last week 
were captured in 1986 by tie 
Libyan Navy, not by Pales tinian 
guerrillas in 1987 as has been 
claimed, the prominent newspap- 
er Le Monde reported Monday. 

Le Monde’s front-page story, 
which gave no specific sources, 
endorsed suggestions made in 
other French publications last 
week as questions arose about tiie 
release of French woman Jac- 
queline Valente, her Belgian 
companion Fernand Houtekins 
and their daughter. 

The report could increase 
pressure on the French govern- 
ment to reveal more details about 
tiie release, for which it effusively 
thanked Liby’s leader. Col. 
Moammar Qadhafi. 

Fate b- Revolutionary Council, 


a LibyaiPbadced Palestinian fac- 
tion headed by Abu Nidal, 
claimed in November 1987 that it 
had seized a yacht carrying sus- 
pected pro-Israeli spies in tiie 
Mediterranean between Cyprus 
and Lebanon. 

Aboard were Ms. Valente, two 
of her daughters who were freed 
in 1988, Houtekins, and four 
members of his family who are 
still held whOe Abu Nidal de- 
mands the release of a Palestinian 
prisoner in Belgium. 

Le Monde said it appeared the 
boat actually was captured by the 
Libyan Navy in 1966 in waters 
between Malta and Libya’s Gulf 
of Sidra. It said Qadhafi later 
decided to ask Abu NidaFs group 
to claim respons i bility. 

A 1986 abduction date would 
explain the mystery surrounding 


Sophie-Liberte, the girl freed 
until her parents last week. By afi 
accounts, she was born in captiv- 
ity, and thus ted been described 
as being about 2 and a half years 
old. But when she was released 
into the media spotlight, there 
was general agreement she 
looked and acted as if she were 4. 

Le Monde said its theory would 
explain a couple of comments by 
the freed hostagees, who have 
declined to answer questions ab- 
out their abduction mid captivity. 

An aide to Abu Nidal claimed 
the hostages were held in Leba- 
non throughout their capti vity. 
But Le Monde noted that Houte- 
kins — w alking to freedom at the 
French embassy in Beirut — said 
be was “tired by tiie voyage," 
Suggesting be had made a long 
journey. 


Also, HoutekixB stud they had 
been kept for a long period ia a 
‘large villa” — which Le Monde 
said was “unthinkable in the heD 
of Lebanon." 

The week before the hostages 
were released, Qadhafi pobficty 
appealed for them to be set free. 
Immediately after their release, 
Qadhafi was thanked personally 
by French President Francois 
Mi tterr an d and was praised as 
“humanitarian’’ by Foreign 
Minister Roland Dumas. 0 

Le Monde said there were no 
firm rules for governments in 
dealing with hostage cases, but 
asked: “At what point does a 
state have the right to enter into 
this hellish game if it must sup- 
port the tno£ shameful of lies for 
the enormou s benefit of cri- 
minals.” 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS BRIEFS 


Iraq, Syria ratify Euphrates accord 

TUNIS (R) — Syria and Iraq have ratified an accord on sharing the 
waters of the Euphrates, several months after they protested to 
Turkey when it temporarily cut the flow of the vital waterway to fill a 
giant dam. “It is a provisional accord on the sharing of Euphrates 
waters at the Syrian-Turirish frontier, pending the conclusion of a 
definitive agreement between Turkey, Syria and Iraq,” Syrian legal 
expert Mounib A1 Rifai tokl Reuters Monday. Ratification docu- 
ments were exchanged by Rifai, who is drief of the Syrian Foreign 
Ministry's Legal Department, and Homed Alwan AI Jabouri, the 
Iraqi ambassador in Tunis. Syria and Iraq pr otested earlier tins year 
when Turkey withheld upstream Euphrates waters for a month to fill 
the Ataturk Dam near the Syrian border. 

Algerian fundamentalists plan mass march 

W — Algerian Muslim fundamentalists, embroiled in 
controversy over recent acts of violence, plan a mam march on the 
presidential palace Friday two months ahead of historic local 
etectons. The main fundamentalist party, the Islamic Salvation Front 
(FjSL said Monday it would organise a national march on the palace 
alter Friday prayers to press political demands. FIS officials declined 
to elaborate, but the party has repeatedly called for dissolution of 
paroamen t now entirety composed of deputies from the ruling 
National Liberation Front (FLN), before town and provincial 
etetiom ret for June. The FIS is the biggest opposition presence on 
candidate lists for the first multi-party poll since Algerian independ- 
196Zl A ^ P 1 * 88 statement urged, “Mwdim Algerian 
people, express the strength of your desire for change and your' 
wlannc consciousness by marching in order and discipline.” ‘ 

Moroccan union calls off strike 

RABAT (R) — A nationwide general strike planned for Tbnrsday by 
the radical Moroccan trade union federation (CDT) has been called 
off, the federation said Monday. Nonbir Al Amaoui, secretary- 
general of the Confederation Democratiq du Travail (CDT), said at a 
news conference in Rabat the stoppage was called off after the 
government agreed to discuss the union's grievances. He said the 
government had agreed to a permanent dialogue with tire union. 
Announcing the strike cm April 9, the CDT demanded a dialogue 


with the authorities, the reinstatement of people sacked after strikes, 
wages finked to the cost of living, revision of income taxes and other 
benefits. Panning 200,000 members and allied to th e ma in opposi- 
tion party, the ’Socialist Union of Popular Forces, (SUPF), the CDT 
last called a general strike in 1981 winch degenerated into widespread ^ 
violence and vandalism in Casablanca. Over 100 people were 
reported killed in the disturbances and hundreds of rioters were 
jailed. Amaoui and o ther CDT leaders were arrested but released 
after a year , and the SUPFs daily newspaper AI Mouharrir was closed 
down. 

UAE to have first test tube camels 

ABU DHABI (R) — The world’s first test tube camels could soon be 
racing across the deserts of the United Arab Emirates (UAE). 
Veterin a ria n s at the Sheikh Khalifa Genetic Research Laboratory at 
the oasis of A! Ain in Abu Dhabi said they had fertilised in a test tube 
' an ovum from an ordinary camel with sperm from a racing camel. 
They said the conception was the first involving camels carried out in 
a test tube. The fertilised egg was implanted in die womb of breeding 
camel three days ago bat it would be a year before it gave birth. “It is 
a breakthrough in camel insemination and will largely increase the 
number of raring camels," Australian veterinarians AlexTenson told 
Renters Monday. Camel racing is one of the most popular sports in 
the UAE. 

Turks not to hold public May Day rallies 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey’s largest labour confederation has ruled 
against bolding May Day rallies after one person was killed and 
dozens were injured dining marches in Istanbul last May 1, a 
confederation official said Monday. Chairmen of 34 trade onions 
affiliat ed with the 1.7 nrifiio D-member Turk- Is confederation have 
derided to mark labour day by reading out a joint statement in union 
and factory nails, Burhan Dodanli told Reuters. One person tfied, 36 
were injured and hundreds were detained in Istanbul’s Takskn 
Square last year when police opened fire to disperse crowds of 
workers who defied a ban on May Day rallies. It was the worst May 
Day violence since 1977 when 34 people were killed and more than 
100 were wounded after unidentified gunmen opened fire on 
thousands meeting in the same square. “The union leaders took the 
decision after considering the sensitive rircumstances prevalent in the 
country,” Dodanli said. He did not elaborate. 
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WEATHER 

Biriktm supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology, 

Gradual rise in temperatures win 
occur and winds will be northwesterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds win be 


northerly moderate and seas calm. 

Min /max. icmp. 

Amman 8/18 

Aqaba 15/28 

D«rts 8/23 

Jordan Valley 14/27 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 15. Aqaba 25. Humhfity readings: 
Amman 54 per cent, Aqaba 29 per 
cent. 
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AI Asema pharmacy 637055 

NdrouUi pharmacy 623672 

Al Salma pharmacy 636730 

Yscoub pharmacy ......... 644945 

Shmcisam pharmacy 637660 


Dr. Ahmad Al Naqoori ( j 

Al Sham' pharmacy (985238; 


ZAKQA-- 

Dr. Rabat] Al Borini 

Ktaflfeh pharmacy 


<-) 

985417 


Civil Defence Immediate 


Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 


843402 

Traffic Po)t« 

Public Security Department ... 

896390 

630321 

MKM» 


661176 

Water and Sewerage 
Complaints.... 

Amman Mnnimpgftfy 

897467 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 

Overseas CaBs 

.... 121 
010230 


Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs. 

AbdaK Telephone Repairs ... 
Jordan Television 


Ratio Jordan- 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Bleetricity Authority ...815615 
Electric P ow e r 

Company — .... 636381 

%RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Afia fed. Airport...... 08-53200 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 81381302 

Khahti Maternity, J. Amn ... 644281/6 
Akdch Maternity. J. Amu.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Pdcsdae, Shmdsan 664171/4 

Sbmdsani Hocprtd 669131 

Unriority HoqAal — 845845 

Al-Mnadwr Hospital ......... 667227/9- 

The Mamie, AhdaB 666127/37 

Al-Ahfi, Abchdi 664164* 

ha&aa, Al-Mbhajrcea 777101/3 

AKBasMr.J. Asfanfidh 775111/26 

Amy. Marta . — — 891611/15 

Qwxn Afia Hospital .„ 60224060 

Amd Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zanp Govt. Hospital ..... (09)983323 

Zanqa National Hospital .. 109)991071 
Dm Sim Hospital (09)986732 

BHD: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 


Greek Calhofic Hospital (02)272275 
Iba Al Nafccs HoaprtaT.... (02)247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Hays Hospital .... (03)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

7hrs information if supplied by Royal 
J orda nia n (RJ) kdbn aa t i n a depart- 
meet at the Queen ASa laterotuoad 
Airport TeL (08)53200-5, where ft 
mud always be w crifi c d 


Rojnd Jontarttei (RJ) FBgMt 
(Tamrinal 1) 


*9:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

9*39 Oriro(RJ) 

*935 Muscat. DubdfRn 

Abo DUbi, Kuwait (RJ) 

MM Montreal, New York (RJ) 

17*4 . — Frankfort, Vienna (RJ) 

lfc3t Rome (add.) (RJ) 

BOB Viera (add.) (RJ) 


— Hone (add.) (RJ) 
Tripo6(RJ) 


Other Right* (Terminal 2) 

MfcZB Kuwait (KU) 

1*21 Motcow(SU) 

lfc55 Rmne(AZ) 

17J8 ........... DnbaLDamascoG(EJCj 

— Zorich. Larnaca (SR) 

1*35 Beirut (ME) 

*MS .. Cairo (MS) 


Royri Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1)- 


Vana(add.)(E 

Vienna (I 

. — Rome, Madrid (I 


— — faa( 

.Fiankfurt, Brussels ( 

— Kuwait, Dfaafanni 
Bahrain, Doha t 

Larnaca ( 

— -Cno( 


Jeddah ( 


other Flights (Terminal 2) 

1U25 .............. ... Kuwait (KU) 


MM 

17:55 

1S3B 


Moscow ($U) 
Doha (AZ) 
... DabaifEK) 
...Cairo (MS) 


Uppezflawcr price ia 
Apple 


Beane 1. 

Cabbage 

Carrot “ 

Cauliflower .... 

CnaUBberefi&rp) 

CacBmbere(smdn 


Grapefruit 

Lemon ...» 

Mar iow (npaB) .... 

Onion (dry) J. 

Omoo (green) 


5°PP«(h«) 


Potato™ 

fexkfish 


“JSJS 

... 450/400 
400 / 350 
... 720 / 660 
90/ 50 ■ 
... 180/140. 
... 250 / 200 
- 180/120 
... 320 / 280 

- 400 / 350.- 

- 320/280 
... 450/ 400 
... 260/220 
... 300 / 250 

- 150/129 
... 150/ 100 

- 300/250. 

- 280/240 
... 180/140 

320/270- 
.. 380 / 320' 

- 950/850 

- 550/900 
~ *290 / 208 
... 150/100. 
... 490/400 
~ 200/250 
... 500/300. 




^ .. 


Home Ne 
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Jordan congratulates 
Syria; Qassem ends visit 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Sunday seat a cable 
to Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad congratulating him on the 
44 th anniversary of the evacua- 
tion of foreign forces from Syria. 
Tbe King wished President Assad 
continued good health and happi- 
ness and the Syrian people furth- 
er progress and prosperity. 

Also Sunday Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister 
Marwan AJ Qassem wound up a 
two-day visit to Syria, during 
which he conveyed a message 
from His Majesty King Hussein 
to President Assad, and held 
talks with his Syrian counterpart 
Farouq A1 Sharaa on issues of 
mutual interest. 

In a departure statement at 
Damascus airport, Qassem said 


that he carried a reply message 
from President Assad to King 
Hussein. 

Qassem said that his visit to 
Syria comes within the 
framework of ongoing consulta- 
tions and contracts between Jor- 
dan and tbe sister Arab countries, 
particularly Syria. 

He pointed out that such con- 
tacts and consultations were 
aimed at crystallising a pan- Arab 
stand capable of countering die 
challenges facing the Arab Na- 
tion. 

Sharaa described his talks with 
Qasem as brotherly and positive 
and said such talks would contri- 
bute to enhancing bilateral rela- 
tions and coming up with a uni- 
fied position to face the chal- 
lenges encountering the Arab Na- 
tion. 


Mufti slams U.S. 
Senate resolution 


AMMAN (Petra) — The office of 
the General Mufti Monday de- 
nounced a recent resolution 
adopted by the United States 
Senate, recognising Jerusalem as 
the capital of Israel. The mufti 
described the resolution as a 
‘‘flagrant violation of the faith of 
aO Muslims, and makes the United 
States a partner of Israel in its 
aggression against and oppression 
of die Palestinian people.” 

“The U.S. position con- 
travenes the faiths and values 
which all the messengers of God 
and the Prophet Mohamamd 
have heralded,” a statement 
issued by tbe mufti said. “Further 
more, it conflicts with the human 
rights and the principles which 
the prophets have advocated," 
the statement said. 

Tbe Ministry of Awqaf and 


Islamic Affairs also denounced 
the American Senate’s decision, 
saying that if reflects the hostile 
American stand towards the 
Arab and Muslim nations. 

In a communique issued Mon- 
■ day , the ministry said die decision 
demonstrates the biased Amer- 
ican position and shows the com- 
plete U.S. surrender to the Zion- 
ist pressures. 

Tie communique went on to say 
that the American position does 
not give any weight to the princi- 
ples of justice, the historical 
rights or the international law and 
charters. 

Tbe communique called on all 
Arab and Muslim nations to be 
“fully aware of the dimensions of 
this great plot, aimed at des- 
troying the sources of Arab 
strength and to obstruct the 
efforts to unite the Arab ranks." 


Experts study Western 
influence on Arab press 


By Aieda Tawil 

Special to the Jordan Times 

IRBID — How much is langua ge 
used for covering news in the 
Arabic press influenced by West- 
era style of reporting? And do 
Western reporters employ tbe 
same techniques and apply the 
same parameters while interview- 
ing Arabs and Israelis? - These 
questions and many more were 
addressed last month at a linguis- 
tics conference held at Yannouk 
University. 

Among the 30 working papers 
submitted to the conference was 
one entitled "The Western News 
Media and the Language of Inter- 
national News Items in die Ara- 
bic Press: Implication of Interac- 
tion." The paper, prepared by 
Dr. Abdul Fattah Abu Saydeh of 
the University of Bahrain, ex- 
amined tbe presentation of poli- 
tical news items in tbe Arab Gulf 
pnsss with a view to determining 
whether the language used was 
influenced by the language of the 
Western Press, and if so, to iden- 
tifying the extent of such influ- 
ence. 

The researcher made a compa- 
rative study of a survey of tbe 
lexical, structural, organisational 
and stylHstic levels and concluded 
that news items in the Arabic 
press borrow heavily from the 
Western press. 

The paper demonstrated that 
the process of borrowing was 
continuous and far-reaching, and 
has a momentum of its own which 
is rarely affected by the activities 
of the regulatory bodies such as 
Arabic language academies and 
centres for Arabisation. As such, 
the Arabic press is viewed as one 
of die factors that substantially 
contribute to changes in modern 
standard Arabic. 

: _:Anotber paper, presented by 
Yahya Al Aridi from Damascus 
University, investigated the 
strategies adopted by American 
journalists when interviewing 
Arab and Israeli politicians, di- 
plomats and political observers of 
Middle Eastern affairs. 

According to Dr. Fawwaz 
Abdul Haq of the English depart 
at Yannouk University, the pap- 
er tedded the problems of dis- 
course analysis from a socio-eco- 


nomic point of view of manipula- 
tive strategies implemented dur- 
ing interviews given by Arab and 
Israeli political figures to Amer- 
ican journalists. The paper con- 
cluded that variation characte- 
rised in tbe implementation of 
these discourse strategies. Such 
variation, according to .the paper, 
is behind the asymmetry of com- 
municative power between the 
two groups. It has been found 
that die Arabs are less successful 
in communicating their ideas, 
mainly because the discourse 
Strategies used with Arabs by 
interviewers were different from 
those used with Israelis. This 
study was supported by statistical 
evidence and the findings of an 
investigation of interviewers* 
strategies. Tbe researcher used 40 
video-tapes and transcribed inter- 
views that constituted the basic 
data for his paper. The three 
major discourse strategies im- 
plemented by the interviewers, 
according to the paper, were 
neutral, power-giving and control 
exercising. The investigation was 
conducted by Georgetown Uni- 
versity. 

These and other interesting 
papers were discussed during die 
conference, which was not res- 
tricted one specific area. 

According to Dr. Mohammad 
Ajlonni, assistant dean of the 
Faculty of Literature at Yannouk 
University, "This conference was 
also a forum for those who pre- 
sented their papers with a view to 
exchanging ideas and checking 
them with specialists in a most 
appropriate atmosphere.” 

"It has become a tradition of 
oar English department," Dr. 
Ajlouni added. "Our seventh 
meeting drew the attention of the 
participants to ongoing research 
and recent linguistic issues of 
which they had not been aware.” 

Dr. Issam Abu Salim, a mem- 
ber of the organising committee, 
said that “areas that are involved 
are both theoretical and applied 
linguistics such as translation 
problems, teaching English as a 
foreign language and many others 
in sytax, phonology. We hope to 
see more Arab universities, in- 
cluding the University of Jordan, 
included (in future confer- 
ences).” 


Y Jordan clinic N 

Dr. Samer Abdul Hadi 

Ophthalmologist and eye surgeon 

FeOow of the Orflege <rfOpMhaIrootogK - London 

FeBowcftite Royal CoBege of Surgeons -G^^ow 

Diploma of tbe Royal College rfS«rgeoi»s-D«iblm 

(General practitioner, Ain Shams University - Cairo,) 

Announces the opening eff 

his ophthalmic Cftnic 

. At Jordan (Al Urdun) Clinic, Jabal Amman, 

. 3rd Circle, Tel. 612505. A 


Plan under study 
alms at boosting 
the media — lzzeddin 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Information Ibrahim lzzeddin has 
! expressed hope that the Ministry 
of Information would strengthen 
the information message of the 
media through a plan being cur- 
■ rently prepared by the national 
j g u ida n ce council. 

| The minister was quoted as 
j saying by Al Dustonr Arabic 
| daily that the ministry, until the 
plan is finalised, will be doing its 
best to serve the hopes of the 
society. 

The policy, he said, will abide 
by rationality, scientific 
approach, the ethnics of the pro- 
fession, will respect the principles 
of equality and justice and the 
rights of people to self- 
determination, avoid fanaticism 
and racism, and will strengthen 
relations of understanding with 
tbe international community. 

Tbe minister’s comments came 
in reply to queries made by De- 
puty Fouad Khletfat and pub- 
lished by AJ Dustour. According 
to the minister, the infor matio n 
policy in Jordan is based on con- 
stants and variables. The con- 
stants in the policy, he said, are 
based on the Jordanian Constitu- 


tion, "fruth m God and the spir- 
itual values of the Arab Nation, 
preserving its heritage, human 
civilisation and Jordan's Arab 
identity since tbe Jordanian peo- 
ple is part of tbe Arab Nation and 
Jordan is part of tbe Arab 
World.” The policy is also aimed 
at deepening and broadening the 
spirit of productivity and rationa- 
lising consumption as well as at 
spreading awareness of develop- 
ments in tbe Arab World with 
honesty, objectivity and sincerity. 

"The aspects governing the 
ministry under its current lead- 
ership can be summarised as in 
the ministerial statement on in- 
formation," tbe minister said. He 
quoted the statement as saying 
“the government is trying to re- 
view the dimensions of the in- 
formation policy to rise op with 
tbe level of the media message to 
a high level of reality and sin- 
cerity. 

He added that the government 
was trying to emphasise the role 
of the press in highlighting Jor- 
dan’s march towards civilisation . 
"The government stressed tbe 



Jordan, PLO emphasise 
common political position 


Ibrahim 

importance of the cultural role of 
the mass media in supporting the 
educational process in the coun- 
try and the important role it plays 
in supporting the steadfastness of 
the people of Palestine," be said. 

The minister said the ministry 
was currently studying adjusting 
the publications law number 33 
for die year 1973, in accordance 
with the government’s commit- 
ments to the Lower House of 
Parliament. 

“The ministry will also revise 
the Jordanian Press Association 
law in cooperation with the asso- 
ciation," he said. 

lzzeddin said the ministry had 
issued comprehensive regulations 
to organise the import of cinema 
tapes, until the law concerning 
the issue is changed. 


Car rental tariffs revised 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Transport Ibrahim Ayyoub Sun- 
day adopted a decision introduc- 
ing a new tariff for tourist cars for 
Jordanians and non-Jordanians. 

According to the new tariff 
applicable to Jordanians, the dai- 
ly fore for a vehicle with an 
engine of less than 1200 cubic 
centimetres (cc) will be JD 13 and 
the charge per kilometre will be 
30 fils. 

The weekly rate for such cars 
will be JD 78. For cars with an 
engine capacity of 1400 cc to 1500 
cc, the rate will be JD 19 per day, 
JD 114 per week, and 40 fils per 
kilometre. 

The rates for cars with an 
engine of 1600-1799 cc will be JD 
22 per day, JD 132 per week 
and 45 fils per kilometre. 

For vehicles with an engine 
capacity ranging between 1800- 
1999 cc, the daily rate will be JD 
25, the weekly rate will be JD 150 
and the charge per, kilometre 
be 50 fiK ; i '* 

Rates for vehicles with engines ' 
ranging between 2000 and 2399 
cc, will be JD 29 per day, JD 174 
per week and 50 fils per 
kilometre. 


For cars with an engine capac- 
ity of 2400 cc and up, the rate will 
be JD 34 per day, JD 204 per 
week and 60 fils per kilometre. 

Tbe tariff for foreigners will be 
as follows: 

S19.1 per day and $115 per 
week for vehicles with an engine 
capacity of 1200 cc; the charge 
per kilometre mil be 14 cents. 

$23-5 per day and S141 per 
week for cars with an engine 
capacity ranging between 1201 cc 
and 1399 cc. Tbe charge per 
kilometre will be 51 cents. 

$27.9 per day and $167 per 
week for vehicles with an engine 
capacity of 1400 cc to 1599 cc. 
The charge per kilometres will be 
59 cents. 

$32.4 per day and $194 per 
week for vehicles with an engine 
capacity ranging between 1600 
and 1799 cc. The charge per 
kilometre will be 66 cents. 

$36.8 per day and $221 per 
week for vehicles with an engine 
capacity ranging between 1800 
and 1999 cc; the charge per 
kilometre will be 74 cents. 

$42.6 per day and $255 per 
week for vehicles with an engine 
capacity of 2000-2399 cc; the 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition of paintings by Faisal Al Zn’bi at Yarmouk 
Uni v ersity . 


•it Lecture, in French, entitled “De Gaulle et la decokHtisatkn” by 
Pierre Vkbd-Naqnet at Yannouk University — 11:00 a-m. 
it Lecture entitled “Tbe Oracle of Anum at Siwa and the risk of 
Alexander the Great” by Dr. Karl P. Knhhnann at the Goethe 
Institute — 8:00 pjm. 


English School at the 


*tt Progr amm e entitled “Conserving America: The Wetlands’ 
the American Centre — 3:00 p.m. 


■it Magical version of AH Baba by tbe New 
Royal Cultural Centre — 8:30 p.m. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Information 
Minister Ibrahim lzzeddin Mon- 
day discussed with Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) Ex- 
ecutive Committee member 
Abdullah Al Hourani and Palesti- 
nian Ambassador Al Tayyeb 
Abdul Rahim issues pertaining to 
means of further enhancing the 
joint Jordanian-Palestinian coop- 
eration. 

In a press statement following 
the talks, Hourani said the meet- 
ing came as a continuation of 
contacts between Jordanian and 
Palestinian officials. He said it 
was natural to hold such meetings 
with Jordanian officials, in view 
of the unique Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations which are 
based on mutual confidence and a 
unified stand vis-a-vis political 
issues. 

Hourani said the joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian efforts 
under the current circumstances 
derive special importance in view 
of tbe latest and decisive develop- 
ments on the Palestinian and 
Arab arenas. He said the com- 
mon Jordanian-Palestinian 


efforts constitute the basis for a 
broad-based pan- Arab work in 
both international and Arab fora. 

He said the meeting between 
His Majesty King Hussein and 
the Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat falls within the context of 
ongoing consultations and coor- 
dination between the Jordanian 
an the Palestinian leadership on 
issues of interest to the whole 
Arab Nation and on the central 
issue: the Palestinian question. 

On Sunday, Minister of Cul- 
ture Khaled Al Karaki, met with 
Hourani and discussed with him 
bilateral cooperation in the cultu- 
ral field, and examined possibili- 
ties of holding a joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian cultural week in Am- 
man. 

The proposed week should in- 
clude folk and artistic perform- 
ances, book exhibitions, poetry 
recitals and story telling. 

The two sides agreed on the 
formation of a joint committee to 
be charged with drawing execu- 
tive programmes capable of en- 
hancing cultural cooperation be- 


tween the Ministry of Culture and 
the Palestinian Department of 
Culture. 

The meeting was attended by 
the Palestinian ambassador to 
Jordan Al Tayyeb Abdul Rahim. 

Also Sunday, Abdul R&him 
said Jordan and the PLO were 
mounting their efforts to put an 
end to the Soviet Jewish immigra- 
tion. In a statement to Petra, 
Abdul Rahim said that the pan- 
Areb move to curb this immigra- 
tion is well below the expecta- 
tions. "Therefore, the PLO and 
Jordan are embarking on an 
effort to ensure the necessary 
mobilisation to counter the 
dangerous effects this immigra- 
tion,” he said. 

Abdul Rahim pointed out that 
an agreement already concluded 
with the Soviet Union might help 
to reduce the number of immig- 
rants, but will not solve the prob- 
lem for good. "Therefore, there 
is a need for a well-planned, 
coordinated and intensive effort 
to counter such immigration,’* he 
said. 


International Journalists 
Union plans Amman meeting 


charge per kilometre will be 88 
cents. 

$50 per day and $300 per week 
for cars with an engine capacity of 
2400 cc and above; tbe charge per 
kilometre will be 88 cents. 

Tbe decision called for collect- 
ing the fore from foreigners in 
local currency at the exchange 
rate posted on the first day the 
car was rented. 

The decision also stipulated 
that a minimum amount, cover- 
ing at least the first 100 
kilometres in case the car is 
rented for one day, be paid. 

Tbe fore will be calculated on 
24 boors basis. In case of delay, 
the renter has to pay the fare fora 
quarter of a, day for the first two 
hours of delay, the amount is 
increased to half a day for four 
hours of delay, to three quarters 
of a day for a delay of 6 hours and 
a whole day fore for more than 6 
hours of delay. 


CAEUsets 
agenda for - 
conference 

AMMAN (Petra) — The perma- 
nent representatives at the Coun- 
cil of Arab Economic Unity 
(CAEU) Monday approved the 
agenda for CAELTs 53rd ministe- 
rial meeting to be convened in 
Cairo on June 6. 

Of the main topics listed on the 
agenda is a report by Secretary- 
General Hassan Ibrahim on cues 
for Arab economic growth and 
recommendations by tbe perma- 
nent committee. 

The agenda includes a memor- 
andum by Kuwait expressing its 
wish to pull out of tbe council and 
another one by the general secret 
tariat on the financial situations.' 

A CAEU committee entrusted 
with customs and trade affairs 
started its meetings Sunday. 

The five-day meetings are sche- 
duled to discuss promoting trade 
between CAEU member states 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A three-man de- 
legation representing the 
Prague-based International 
Journalists Union (UU) is cur- 
rently visiting Jordan for talks 
with Ministry of Information 
officials and members of the 
Jordan Press Association 
(JPAJ and other parties in- 
terested in holding the UU’s 
executive committee meetings 
in Amman this summer. 

The delegation comprises 
Mazen Husseim, the organisa- 
tion’s secretary for U.N. and 
international affairs. Constan- 
tine Evanov, tbe organisation’s 
secretary for the Middle East 
and social affairs, and Vladimir 
Kromel, director of the tech- 
nical affairs department. Tbe 
delegation arrived Sunday. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
Times, Hnsseini said that the 
UU includes 260,000 journal- 
ists from 100 countries all over 
the world. The onion enjoys a 
consultative status at the Un- 
ited Nations Economic and So- 
cial Council and tbe United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation 


(UNESCO). Speaking about 
the Union’s objectives, Hus- 
seiai said it strives to defend 
and safeguard the interests of 
journalists throughout the 
world and to protect their free- 
doms and rights particularly 
their right to write. 

He stressed that the union is 
a professional, rather than a 
political body, however it de- 
fends the right of people to get 
the right and reliable informa- 
ton. 

Achievements 

On the union’s achieve- 
ments, Envanov said that the 
union five days ago published a 
book, written by 17 journalists, 
in which they documented 
their observations about the 
Israeli provocations and viola- 
tions in the occupied West 
Bank. 

Evanov said that the union 
has supported journalists in the 
occupied Arab territories and 
in South Africa. He pointed 
out that the union is mostly 
interested in the “hot spots in 
tiie world, where our presence 
is remarkably observed.’’ He 
added that the UU had sent 
journalists to Namibia to cover 


the parliamentary elections, 
and to probe into the situations 
there. He added that they 
documented the events and 
circulated them to internation- 
al television stations. 

He also pointed out that the 
union is currently in the pro- 
cess of organising training 
courses for free Namibia, simi- 
lar to what was done in the 
occupied Arab territories. 

On the proposed agenda for 
the forthcoming meeting, Hus- 
seini said the union will discuss 
the inhuman Israeli practices 
against jurnalists and the 
media, in addition to means of 
supporting the Palestinian up- 
rising and lobbying support for 
the legitimate Palestinian 
rights, including the right to 
self-determination and to 
establish their own indepen- 
dent state on their national 
soil. Also on the agenda are 
items pertaining to the journal- 
ism profession, including their 
work conditions and their 
rights and safety. 

On the Soviet Jewish im- 
migration, Evanov said the un- 
ion is against any forcible im- 
migration." everybody has the 
right to select his place of 
domicile.” 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


Arar calls for press panel 

AMMAN (Petra) — Lower House of Parliament 
Speaker Suleiman Arar Sunday called for estab- 
lishing a press arbitration panel, which will be 
entrusted with looking into any conflicts or 
differences and find solutions to them. Arar 
made this statement after receiving a memo 
carrying 111 signatures of journalists represent- 
ing local, Arab and international press. 

‘No bad dates from S. Arabia* 

AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry of Education 
Secretary -General Munther Al Masri Monday 
categorically denied that dates found unfit for 
human consumption had been received from 
Saudi Arabia. Masri said the 129 tonnes found 
unfit were part of 216 tonnes of dates provided by 
the Food and Agricultural Organisation 


Holiday announced 

AMMAN (Petra) — All ministries, government 
departments and public institutions will be closed 
for four days, starting Wednesday, April 25 in 
observance of Eid Al Fitr holiday, according to a 
statement issued by the Prime Ministry Sunday. 

Qatanani briefs church team 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director of the Department 
of Palestinian Affairs at the Foreign Ministry 
Ahmad Qatanani Monday briefed a visiting 
delegation from the Swiss Evangelist Reformed 
Church Israel’s repeated violations of human 
rights in the occupied territories. Qatanani refer- 
red to the latest attack on the Greek Orthodox 
community in occupied Jerusalem and on the 
Greek Orthodox Patriarch Theodoras 1. 


Barrage of questions hits parley on national charter 


By Nenneen Murad 

Jordan Times staff reporter 

AMMAN — Members of the 
Royal Commisaou to draft the 
proposed national charter feel 
that Jordan needs the docu- 
ment to guide the Kingdom’s 
democratic process but the 
public is asking them to “come 
closer to the needs of the peo- 
ple” before embarking on their 
endeavour “if it is needed at 
all” 

In a public debate on the 
national charter, held late last 
week at tbe Royal Cultural 
Centre, three members of the 
Lower House of Parliament, 
one of whom is not a member 
of the Royal Commission, dis- 
cussed their expectations from 
die proposed charter and were 
later faced with a barrage of 
questions and accusations over 
the duff in their positions on 
die charter. 

Deputies Majid Khaleifeh, 
Muhammad Abu UDaini and 
ftanam Haddadin presented 
die attending public with their 
evaluation of the national char- 
ter and the elements that 
should be included in it. 

Khaleifeh, a Muslim 
Brotherhood deputy, high- 
lighted three guidelines which, 
be said, should govern the 
national charter. “Everyone 
agrees that this country is an 


Islamic and Arab country with 
a dear identity which would not 
allow for controversy in the 
national charter.” 

He- added that the charter 
will be “complementary to the 
constitution allowing no con- 
tradiction with any of its arti- 
cles, ” and that national unity 
of the citizens of Jordan 
“leaves no space for further 
analysis." 

Khaleifeh said that Arab un- 
ity is the foundation of Islam 
and that Jordan “is part of the 
Arab World which is in turn 
the heart of the Islamic 
world.’* 

The Islamist deputy called 
for directing tbe country’s edu- 
cational and media institutions 
towards their responsibility “of 
creating national faith in the 
hearts of the citizens of the 
country.” 

He placed special emphasis 
on the role of the youth in 
boDding tbe society and called 
for special focus on their de- 
velopment “according to the 
traditions of our country.” 

Haddadin, a member of the 
unofficial Jordan Popular 
Democratic Party (JPDP), dis- 
tributed a comprehensive re- 
port of what he described a 
“draft of the national charter,” 
and spoke of the fears which 
gripped political trends in Jor- 
dan when the concept of a 


national charter was first 
announced. 

“There was an obvious fear- 
that this charter would super- 
cede the constitution and 
would place a ceiling on poli- 
tical work in the country,” 
Haddadin said. 

He added that Jordan did 
not need “intellectual, political 
or organisational ceilings 
which would limi t the free- 
. doms stipulated in tbe constitu- 
tion.” 

Although Haddadin is not a 
merit ber of the Royal Commis- 
sion entrusted with drafting the 
charter, be proposed ideas that 
he felt should be included in 
tbe charter. 

Tbe concept underlined in 
his proposed ideas is to high- 
light the role of the people in 
combatting foreign influence 
beginning with the British 
mandate, the Baghdad pact 
and the Israeli occupation of 
Arab territories. 

“A special tribute has to be 
paid to tbe struggle of onf 
people to ensure good living 
for them,” Haddadin said. 

He also called for cancelling 
all amendments to the con- 
stitution which were included 
during the reign of die martial 
law and “democratising and 
developing the labour and 
press and publications laws.” 

Haddadin underlined the 


need to draft a new law for 
political parties “which would 
take us away from tribalism 
and sectarianism.” 

He stressed the need to clar- 
ify the Jordanian-Palestinian 
relationship in Jordan “based 
on the respect of the two 
national identities, with a spe- 
cial attention to tbe special 
elements to the Palestinian 
identity.” 

He explained that maintain- 
ing the Palestinian identity and 
defending it “does not contra- 
dict the concept of Arab uni- 
ty-" 

Deputy Abu Ullaim, who 
was called in as a speaker at 
the last minute and was unpre- 
peared for the occasion, spoke 
only for one minute in which 
he highlighted his belief that 
the national charter should 
have “Jordanian roots." 

‘Tbe national charter is here 
to organise existing ideologies 
and political trends," Abu 
Ullaim said. 

In tiie open question-answer 
debate that followed the intro- 
ductory speeches, the three de- 
puties were subjected to heavy 
criticism for their performance 
as deputies and their roles as 
members of the Royal Com- 
mission. 

“We need a committee 
which can translate the prob- 
lems of the people; we don’t 


want slogans,” an angry 
citizens said expressing his fear 
that tbe deputies would "allign 
themselves with the executive 
authority against us." 

Khaleifeh and Haddadin 
targeted for public criticism for 
the change in their political 
stand on the national charter 
which during the elections 
period was one of total opposi- 
tion. 

■‘You are both from well- 
known political parties which 
proposed clear policies during 
the campaigning period. How 
can you go back on your prom- 
ises?” one of the citizens 
asked. 

While Khaleifeh answered 
with a short statement indicat- 
ing that the charter will be 
presented for a public referen- 
dum, Haddadin maintained 
that he was not a member of 
tbe Royal Commission. “The 
fact that the political trend I 
belong to is represented in the 
commission does not mean 
that I approve,” Haddadin 
said. 

Haddadin added he believed 
that “since the regime insists 
on this national charter then 
we should study it and it is not 
unconstitutional.” 

Many participants used tiie 
open atmosphere to level 
accusations rather than ask 
questions. “You are a drafting 


committee which means that 
the ideas have already been 
prepared for you,” one of the 
speakers contended. 

While Khaleifeh and Hadda- 
din tried to explain that the 
charter may serve as a guaran- 
tor of democracy in the King- 
dom, some citizens argued 
with them contending the futil- 
if martial law was reimposed, 
martial law was reimposed. 

"We had a constitution 
which guaranteed our rights as 
citizens but it was superceded 
by the martial law for de- 
cades." one participant said. 

Several participants attacked 
Abu Ullaim for stressing the 
Jordanian identity is his short 
speech on the national charter. 
“How can we create unity with 
this type of mentality?" one of 
them asked. 

Tie organisers of the de- 
bate, which was scheduled to 
include Adnan Abu Odeh, 
political advisor to His Majesty 
King Hussein, Deputy Salim 
Zoubi and Senator Hnssni 
Ayesh, were also the rece- 
pients of harsh criticism for 
allowing the scheduled speak- 
ers to cancel their appearance 
at the last minute. 

“We came here on a pre- 
tence; if some spakers want to 
cancel their appearance they 
should do so twenty four hours 
in advance,” a citizen said. 
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CREDIT is certainly due to U.S. Senator Robert Dole and 
tbe delegation that accompanied Sum in the wake of their 
Middle Eastern tour which has just concluded. After 
admittin g guilt and error in hastily adopting a resolution on 
Jerusalem by the ILLS. Senate and pledging to correct that 
“mistake” right in the heart of Israel, the leader of the 
Republican minority in the U.S. Senate went on to tell 
Israeli officialdom and the Israeli public things that they 
seldom hear from Washington. In so many words. Senator 
Dote told his Israeli audience to their face that they were 
abusing American generosity dry and getting away with 
murder. 

Is it not preposterous, Dole suggested, that Israel had 
received over $40 billion in the past 10 or 12 years at an 
average of $10,080 per capita at a time when the Uadis of 
South Africa could not average $1 per capita? And is it not 
ontragsoas that Israel is still seeking $400 million to settle 
new Jewish immigrants when U.S. war veterans have yet to 
be housed for lack of sufficient U.S. funds? 

It is high time that Washington gathered enough courage 
to spesk op against Israel's exploitation of the U.S. and its 
people, and what Senator Dole has just dime and said will go 
a long way to reverse the picture that Arabs have of 
American lawmakers. The Arab people have always held 
-similar views about the lopsided U.S.-Israeli relations as the 
ones just uttered by Senator Dole. Arab public opinion has 
almost given up on hope of Washington ever possessing the 
political, intellectual and moral courage to stand np to Israel 
and put a limit to its endless exploitation of U.S. friendship 
and generosity at the expense of U.S. national interests and 
tine weS-being of the average American. Finally, Dole drove 
home to the Israelis the message that enough is enough and 
that they had better stop acting as spoiled children fHwgiwg 
to the purse of their mother. 

Such political courage as demonstrated by Senator Dole 
and Ms colleagues could very well end up being a big boost 
to chances of peace in the Middle East. Coming as they did 
in the wake of President George Bush's courageous state* 
meat on East Jerusalem as being an organic part of the 
occupied territories. Senator Dole’s btunt pronouncements 
to the Israelis stand to stir their minds and hearts in the 
direction of what is also good for them in the long ran. By 
asking the Israelis to wake up from their dreams and start 
accepting the realities surrounding them Dote is in effect 
serving them with timely advice. 

Credit also goes to the Palestinian intifada and to the 
sound and steady Arab diplomacy for creating the necessary 
climate and setting in which Senator Dole's forthcoming 
views could have nurtured and developed. As the U-S. 
senator aptly told the Israelis, the intifada has brought home 
to the Americans the message that there are people out there 
struggling for freedom and liberation and the awakeaiag of 
the U.S. conscience to the rights and aspirations of the 
Palestinians is something that can no longer be brushed 
aside. Surely, Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir and 
his colleagues must be seething with anger and astonishment 
at the sound or Senator Dole's honest words. Their 
immediate strategy might be to concoct ways and means to 
frustrate his political future. But the best thing that Israeli 
politicians can do is to take note of what was said to than in 
the most direct and honest way possible and heed the 
message delivered to than on behalf of mainstream Amer- 
ican policy and law makers. 


A1 Ra'i daily newspaper Monday asserted Jordan's pan-Arab 
commitment and said that the Kingdom will remain true to the 
principles of the Great Arab Revolt, and will hasten to defend the 
Arab homeland in the face of any aggression. The Hashemite 
Kingdom has been upholding the standards of the Great Arab 
Revolt since its outbreak earlier this century because it believes 
that the revolt was for all Arabs and will serve as a continued 
process unlimited by time or place within the Arab region, the 
paper noted. This is dear from the Kingdom's policies in the 
international arena and is clear in King Hussein's endeavours and 
relentless work to serve the Arab Nation, the paper added. 
Jordan’s stand in defence of the Arab rights and interests was 
lately manifested in its reaction to Israel's attempts to occupy 
Christian premises in the occupied city of Jerusalem and in its 
world-wide campaign to foil hostile campaigns directed on Iraq 
and also in its continued efforts to unify Arab ranks and end 
inter-Arab differences, the paper added. Jordan, the paper said, 
realises the serious dimension of Jewish immigration on the 
occupied Arab lands and will continue under King Hussein to 
bring to the world public opinion's a Mention the dimension of the 
seriousness of the situation and the danger to world peace 
inherent in Israel’s continued practices. 


A3 Dsstosr daily praised the courageous stand of U.S. Senator 
Robert Dole who just ended a tour of the Middle East, 
announcing that the U.S. Senate's decision considering Jersualem 
as die united capital of Israel was a blunder. The paper said that the 
senator who held talks with Arab leaders on the situation in the 
region, and later met Israeli government leaders has rekindled 
hope that the United States and the American people mil after all 
wake up to the realities and adopt a more realistic stand vis-a-vis 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. We are surprised but at the same time 
satisfied with this development and consider Dole's statements in 
Israel and in Washington as a very favourable development, the 
paper noted. We are also satisfied, the paper said, with Dole's 
warning to Israel to reconsider its stand and take into account that 
the- billions of dollars that pour onto Israel in annual assistance 
cannot be expected to last for ever. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Wateed 


Legal requirements for drafting new defence law 




THE government, as prom- 
ised, is going fall speed in 
abolishing the controversial 
Defence Law of 1935 and all 
remnants of the Martial Law. 
The announcement by minister 
of interior that special legisla- 
tion is being drafted to ping all 
loopholes that would be cre- 
ated when these two laws are 
repealed is certainly a sure sign 

that the government is in fact 
delivering on its pledge ‘to 
phase out the Defence and 
Martial Laws. All jurists would 
agree that there is indeed a 
need to f31 the vacuum that 
would be created by the aboli- 
tion of these two emergency 
laws. It is understandable 
that the government feels there 
is need for a ready-made de- 
fence law that can be put into 
effect under certain emergency 
situations affecting the security 
and stability of the country. 
What is perhaps lacking in this 
comprehensive arrangement is 
the fact that the suspended 
animation of this newly en- 
visioned Defence Law would 
cease and its application would 


By Todd Levan 

The Associated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO. Brazil — 
Pressed to the wall by foreign 
debt, feverish inflation and stag- 
nant economies. South Amer- 
icans are rejecting radicalism and 
turning to moderate leaders to 
consolidate civilian role. 

When Fernando Collor de Mel- 
io and Patricio Aylwin became 
the presidents of Brazil and Chile 
in March, it was the first time all 
12 South African republics were 
governed by popularly elected 
civilians. 

In the past, the continent 
swung between strident pro-lef- 
tists and right-wing dictators, 
each promising solutions to social 
and economic crises. 

Now, South Americans arc 
abandoning radical rhetoric and 
m lemg painful steps to put their 
economic houses in order. 

“History reveals that stable 
and effective de m o cra cies are 
those that present centrist options 
to the electorate,” wrote Manuel 
D’OmeDas, editor and columnist 
of The Expreso, a conservative 
daily in Lima, Peru's capital. 

There is concern that if free- 
market economics and democra- 


become operative without the 
Jordanian Parliament having 
any say about it. True in an 
emergency situation the gov- 
ernment must act with the 
utmost of speed and that the 
convening of Parliament to ex- 
press its views ou the matter' 
may end up a long drawn out 
session. 

However, there is still a way 
to reconcile the requirement to 
act expeditiously in an 
emergency situation and the' 
advisability of consulting 
with the legislature. If the 
proposed law would provide 
for bypassng the Parliament in 
special emergency situations, 
like a stare of war for example, 
and make the duration of this 
bypassing limited to, say a 
week or so, to be followed by 
an emergency session of the 
Parliament in order to endorse 
the application of the Defence 
Law, then it would be possible 
to achieve to objectives at the 
same time and reconcile what 
appears to be irreconcilable. 
This also entails the adoption 
of special procedural law for 


holding emergency sessions for 
the Parliament under which 
normal parliamentary proce- 
dures would be suspended. 
Otherwise, normal parliamen- 
tary debates would consume so 
mudt valuable time and in the 
end frustrate the very objec- 
tive. and need to act expedi- 
tiously in times of grave threats 
4 to the security and stability of 
the country. In such extraor- 
dinary situations, the Parlia- 
ment would be expected to act 
diligently and to put national 
interest over party interests. If 
the legislature is to shoulder its 
responsibility with the other 

branches of the government in 
such circumstances, then it 
must act responsibly and 
speedily as well. As for the role 
of the judiciary branch of the 
Government there is still a 
need for further elaboration 
and spelling out of its part in all 
this new legislative improvisa- 
tion. 

The question that comes to 
mind in this context is whether 
the new Defence Law envis- 


ages the creation of special 
courts to adjudicate the issues 
that win surely arise in times of 
em ergen cy. This aspect needs 
also articulation in order to 
render the total picture more 
coherent 

Last bnt not least, onr jurists 
who are concerned with the 
enactment of this Defence Law 
have yet to reckon with Jor- 
dan's treaty obligations under 
the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, 
which went into force in 1976. 
Jordan has signed and ratified 
that international instrument 
m 1978 upon the direct recom- 
mendation of the late Prime 
Minister Sharif Abdul Hamid 
Sharaf. It would be moat re- 
levant to point out the salient 
femmes of that international 
treaty on the subject of 
emergency regulation. Article 
4 of the Covenant reads as 
follows: “In time of public 
em er gency winch threatens the 
life of the nation and existence 
of which is officially proc- 
laimed, toe states parties of the 
present Covenant may take 


measures derogating from 
their obligations under the 
present Covenant to the extent 
strictly required by the exigen- 
cies of toe situation, provided 
that such measures are not 
tnconsisteat with their other 
obligations tinder international 
law and do not involve discri- 
mination solely on toe ground 
of race, colour, sex, language, 
religion or social origin.” Sub- 
paragraph 2 of toe said article 
stipulates that: “No derogation 
from Articles 6, 7, 8, 11. 15, 16 
and 18 may be marie under this 
p rovision." Article 6 speaks 
about toe inadmissibility of 
arbitrary provisions depriving 
one of his life. Article 7 pro- 
hibits torture, cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment or 
punishment. Article 8 pro- 
hibits slavery and servitude. 
Article 11 prohibits imprison- 
ment merely on the ground of 
inability to fulfill a contractual 
obligation. Aitide 15 outlaws 
retroactive application of 
punishment. Article 16 stipu- 
lates the need to treat every- 
one as a person before toe law. 


South America turns to moderates 


tic freedoms don’t produce quick 
social gains, a power vacuum will 
open and trigger a leftp- right tag 
of war. 

David Fleischer, regarded as 
one of the top political science 
experts in Brazil, cautioned: 
“South Americans have tried the 
dictators and the old-style con- 
servatives. If this third group of 
tree-market liberals goes down 
toe drain, people will vote for the 
radical left in five yean, which 
may well prompt a backlash from 
the military.” 

Fear of such an outcome 
already has translated into 
amnesty for past violations. 

Uruguay and Argentina have 
pardoned military officers 
charged with hnman rights 
abuses. Brazil gave amnesty to 
leftist opponents of a 1964-1985 
military regime, but did not con- 
sider prosecuting military chiefs 
accused of torture. 

Leftist rebels have been re- 
leased from jail and secret police 
agencies abolished. 

As the political cease-fire be- 
tween extremists continues, free- 


LETTERS 


To the Edito r; 

BEING one of the co-workers of Mother Teresa I was deeply hart 
by the m i s lead i ng title and the harsh introduction of your article 
“No peace of mind at toe Home of Peace.” dated March 28, 1990. 
It is difficult if not impossible to pass such a judgment about the 
Home of Peace from one or two visits. 

The writer made no mention of toe dedication, sacrifice and 
bard-work put in hour by hour, day by day by the nuns, who have 
chosen to live the life of the “poorest of the poor” dictated by 
Mother Teresa. These nuns have given up everything in order to 
take care of the patients asking for no tiring in return and being 
finn in their belief never to turn away anyone who is in need of 
food and shelter despite toe poor resources and limited space 
available. 

Also neglected in the article were the many individuals who 
offer their time, money and resources to keep toe patients alive 
and contented. It is donations such as these which keep the Home 
of Peace r unning . 

It is very important to mention also that a second branch of the 
Home of Peace was established in Roseifa and is now in operation 
catering for needy, handicapped children. The children are 
therefore taken care of in a very pleasant and healthy atmosphere 
away from the “life of misery” with the elderly mentioned in the 
article. 

Furthermore, allow me to point out that patients at the home 
are happy and conditions are quite satisfactory. They are taken 
care of, sheltered, fed, dotbed and loved. Conside ring that the 
alternative is a life on the streets or an earlier death, toe Home of 
Peace definitely does provide “peace of mind”. 

So instead of naive criticism, a more worthwhile oastime would 
be to lead a helping band. 

Believe me, it is much needed and will be greatly appreciated. ■ 
Looly Monaster 

(on behalf of the co-workers of Mother Teresa). 

The eleventh finger, 

To the Editor: • 

WHEN the latest report on the catastrophic effect of semirin g was 
unleashed on us only last week, doctors and sdentists reported 
that in the next ten to twenty years some 500 million people will 
die directly or indirectly from smoking. Well, did anyone receive 
this message here? From the drama series showing now in the 
holy month of Ramadan if an actor is not seen holding or striking 
a match to a cigarette it is verging on a miracle! The message is its 
more natural to be with one than without. Considering how 
popular such programmes are amongst the general population. Its 
truly frightening to think of toe young watching this filthy 
dangerous habit being so glamourised. 

The hero of one particular serial is seen chain-smoking from 
one episode to another and blowing the smoke past a string of 
young women all pledging; their undying love for him. Doesn’t it 
make you wonder what sort of representations this is implanting 
in the sub-conscious of the young and vulnerable, who will be 
identifying in their dreams and fantasies with these characters. 

Perhaps on completion of this letter it will serve as an obituary 
to tire leading actor, because he the hero will be just another 
statistic and all who loved and lost will be shortly following on 
behind. 

Lorraine Kurdi, 
Amma n. 


market policies are gaining the 
upper band across the continen t . 

Uruguay’s new President Lois 
Lacalle implemented Internation- 
al Monetary Fund austerity mea- 
sures, hammered out an accord 
with the second-largest party and 
stood up to two general strikes by 
toe biggest labour confederation. 

Polls show Argentine President 
Carlos Menem is still by far the 
most popular political figure de- 
spite severe austerity reforms, 
waves of strikes and dissent in his 
own party. 

In Brazil, surveys show Col- 
tor’s harsh economic plan has 
across-the-board backing of 80 
per cent of the nation, while in 
Peru, studies say Peruvians are 
ready to accept a tree-market 
economic shock to end c ur r ent 
inflationary chao s 

Gov e r nm ent coddling of local 
businesses, promoted by military 
ralcis concerned with national 
security, is giving way as Argenti- 
na and Brazil strive to create a 
South American common 
market. 

Economic hberafism also has 
been fostered by concern that the 
foreign aid funds of the United 
States and other coon tries are 
being diverted increasingly to 
Eastern Europe. 

Latin American and Caribbean 
countries will receive $350 million 
in U.S. aid this year, down from 
$545 miUion in 1989. 

Record inflation has given 
South American leaders the poli- 
tical leverage to take bold econo- 
mic measures. Here is a brief 
conntry-by-oountry review: 

Brazil 

Though Collor narrowly defe- 
ated Socialist Luis Inacio l-n fa da 
Silva in December’s runoff, be 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 


has mastered conaderable public 
and congressional support for a 
Draconian plan that includes an 
18-month freeze on 80 per cent of 
all bank and investment savings, 
sharp tax and utility bikes, cuts in 
subsidies and tax incentives and 
cml service firings. 

Argentina 

To fend off hyperinflation, 
Menem shocked his labour-back- 
ed Peronist Party by hiking public 
service tariffs several hundred per 
cent, lifting wage, price and fore- 
ign exchange controls, confiscat- 
ing bank deposits, slashing the 
government budget and moving 
to cut money-losing government 
enterprises. 

Bolivia 

Former President Victor Paz 
Estenssoro brought 24,000 per 
cent Minn»l inflation inherited 
from a leftist government in 1985 
down to 16 per cent in 1989 by 
freeing prices and toe exchange 
rate, dosing up - money-losing 
'government tin mines and loosen-, 
ing an oversized bureaucracy. 

Socialist President Jaime Paz 
Zamora, Estenssoro’s successor, 
recently announced conservative 
economic measures to attract 
foreign capital and sell state in- 
dustries to private firms. 


Centrist President-elect Patri- 
cio Aylwin says he won't discard 
the free-market structure set up 
by right-wing dictator Gen. Au- 
gusta Pinochet, credited with 


In an appa r ent referendum on 
Chile's economic, strength, toe 
left received only 23 per cent of 
the total vote in 1989 congres- 
sional elections — compared to 
40 per cent before Pinochet’s 
1973 coup. 


Five years of economic chaos 
under leftist President Alan Gar- 
da bankrupted the country, 
pushed the cost of living up to 
2,775 per cent in 1989, and black- 
ened relations with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund. 

Novelist Mario Var^s LJosa, 
head of a conservative coafition, 
and centrist Alberto Fujimori are 
in a runoff election to succeed 
Garda. 

■ Venezuela 

Re-elected President Cartas 
Andres Perez, outwardly leftist 
when in office a decade ago, 
recently annouriced IMF-like 
economic reforms.- Dubbed - 
Perestroika by some, toe mea- 
sures are deagned to restructure 
the foreign debt and steer the 
country along a free-market path. 

Guyana and Suriname 

Mounting foreign debt, sharp 
declines in economic output and 
rising unemployment are forcing 
socialist leaders to shift economic 
gears. 

Guyana’s Prime Minister 
Hamilton Green now says “pri- 
vate enterprise doesn’t conflict 
with socialism.” IBs party has 


keeping inflation down to 20 per ’ v *g°f OT ^y sought foreign capital 


cent a year and building the 
strongest economy in the hemis- 
phere. 


and imposed unpopular fiscal me- 
asures to get a Sl-biUton bailout 
from the IMF. 


And Aitide 18 protects toe 
right to freedom of thought..- - 
conscience and religion. In 
other words none of these 
rights, can be suspended evens a 
situation of emergency: Equal- 
ly relevant is sub-paragraph 3 
of the said Aitide 4, which 
reads as follows: “Any state 
party to toe present Covenant 
a vailin g itself of the right of 
derogation shall immediately 
inform the other state partita 
to the present Covenant, 
through the intermediary, of 
the Secretary General of the 
United Nations, of the p row- ^ 
sons (of the Covenant) from' 
which it has derogated and of 
toe reasons by which- it-. --was 
activated. A farther com-, 
munication shall be. made, 
through the same intermedi- 
ary, on the date or which it. 
terminated such derogation.” 

It is suggested here that our 
justice authorities become - - 
more aware of these legal re- 
quirements as they pursue Che 
task of formulating toe new 
Defence Law. . 

Ecuador 

Though President Rodrigo 
Borja favours' government-fixed 
exchange and interest rates, the 
center-leftist has welcomed fore- . 
ign investment, kept the state’s i * 
hand* off major industries and 
declared himself an opponent of 
“inefficient” state-run enterprises 
and Marxism. 

A disastrous showing by Liber- 
als in 1988 parliamentary elec- 
tions and two failed general 
strikes by the Marxist- oriented 
United Workers Front are remin- 
ders of the leftist weakness. 

How long? 

Doubts linger about bow long 
South America’s new moderates 
can convince toe poor to swallow 
these austerity measures. 

Venezuelans, weaned on 3(L 
years of state subsidies, have 
already erupted in bloody pro- 
tests. Riots last year left 300 
people dead and recent protests 
over utility and gas bikes led to 
violent crackdowns on college 
campuses. 

In Brazil, observers give Collor 
six months time to stop toe 4,850 
per cent annual inflation rate 
before his can-do image crum- 
bles, and samitef rumblings are 
being felt in . Colombia and 
Guyana. 

“If solutions don’t come from 
within the system, people might 
took for solutions outride the 
system,” wanted Federico Stor- 
ani, a leading congressman with ± 
the opposition Gvic Radical Un- 
ion in Argentina. 

But many experts say these 
moderate leaden most probably 
will weather the storm. 

There is growing public percep- 
tion that conservative economic 
are the only way to cure chronic 
stagnation and inflation, and, un- 
like Eastern Europe, the move to 
free-market economics appears 
based on practicality rather than 
ideology. 
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The American cruiser Westerdam was lengthened 40 metres 
amidships at die Meyer Werft shipyard in Papenbnrg, the 
Fedora! Republic of Germany, which boasts the world’s 
largest covered shipbuilding dock. Papenbnrg, on the Ems, is 
over 30 kflometres from the North Sea (Photo: DaD/dpa/). 

Elongating ships 
— German way 


By Eberhard Nitschke 


PAPENBURG (DaD) — 
When the Holland America 
line’s cruiser Westerdam set 
sail from north Germany 
across the Atlantic to the Un- 
ited States in March, it was 40 
metres longer than when it had 
arrived in Europe. The Seat- 
de-based line's luxury cruiser 
now has 747 cabins, as against 
its previous 552, and its crew 
now number 642, or 180 more 
than beforehand. The liner 
was lengthened amidshi ps at 
the world’s largest ■ covered 
shipbuilding dock, the Meyer 
Werft in PapenburgT No, not 
in Hamburg and not in Brer 
men, and not even on the 
coast. Papenbnrg is a small 
town near the Dutch border, 
30 kilometres inland on the 
Ems. Bat its jumbo dock is 270 
metres long, 100 metres wide 
and 60 metres tall. It comfort- 
ably boused the Westerdam. 

Lengthening ships to any 
length required is a speciality 


of the Papeobtug yard, which 
has a longstanding tradition of 
successful innovation. While 
other shipyards in the Federal 
Republic of Germany, not to 
mention other European coun- 
tries, often face hard times, 
the Meyer Werft, nearly 200 
years old, and its payroll of 
roughly 2,000 have orders in 
band for years ahead. 

Newbuildings and conver- 
sion work range frok cruisers 
and passenger ferries to gas 
tankers and cattle freighters; a 
ship recently completed was 
built to carry 70,000 sheep. 
Many local suppliers rely on 
the Papenbnrg shipyard’s con- 
tracts. So the authorities seem 
sure to continue investing 
heavily in widening and 
deepening the shipping lane in 
the Ems. A new lock has been 
built to allow ships with a 
draught of up to seven metres 
(23ft) to sail upstream to 
Papenbnrg from the DoDart, a 
bay in the North Sea that lies 
between Emden and the 
Dutch coastline. 


Abu Jihad killing marked 


(Continued from page 1) 

arrested, they added. 

A Swiss woman tourist was hit 
in the head by a rock when 
Palestinians, who thought she 
was a Jewish settler, stoned her 
car near Bethlehem. The woman 
was not seriously hurt but all the 
car windows were smashed. Resi- 
dents of Tekoa village apologised 
for the attack. 

The death of Abu Jihad was 
blamed on Israel, but the govern- 
ment has never acknowledged 
responsibility. The slaying of Abu 
Jihad in Tunis set off protests in 
1988 that left 17 Palestinians 
dead. 

That death toll is the highest 
for one day in the 28-month 
Palestinian uprising. 

Abu Jihad was gunned down at 
his Tunis home April 16, 1988, by 

Lithuania ready 

(Continued from page 1) 

would be sent to Gorbachev 
Monday evening and the repub- 
lic’s parliament, due to resume its 
session Tuesday, would send a 
separate reply. 

Algirdas Brazauskas deputy 
prime minister and leader of the 
republic’s Communist Party 
which broke links with its Soviet 
comrades last year, told Radio 
Vilnius die government was ex- 
amining its options if a blockade 
were imposed. 

He said lack of specifics had 
made it difficult to adopt any 
decisions or contingency plans. 

Prunskiene’s telegram, sent la- 
ter in die day, said her govern- 
ment saw no reason to “justify a 
worsening of economic relations, 
aH the more so that this would not 
affect Lithuania alone.” 

“Moreover, we do not under- 
stand the content of the economic 
sanctions alluded to and would 
not like to give false explanations 
to our people and to the world,” 
the telegram said. 

“Given these conditions, we 
see no way to resolve these ques- 
tions other than Moscow urgently 
meeting a Lithuanian govern- 


masked commandos in an assas- 
sination that appeared to bear the 
hallmarks of Israel's Mossad sec- 
ret service. 

Israel regarded Abu Jihad as 
the key planner of dozens of 
resistance operations inside 
Israel. Israeli sources also stres- 
sed his role in the Palestinian 
revolt. 

Yannook protests 

About 150 students marched 
at Yarmouk University Monday 
to commemorate the anniversary 
of the killing of Abu Jihad, an 
official source said. 

The demonstrators at Yar- 
mouk University, about 80 
kilometres north of Amman, 
chanted slogans in praise of Abu 
Jihad and in support of the 
Palestinian uprising. 

to compromise 

meat delegation headed by the 
prime minister.” 

There was no sign of any 
attempt to put into force Mos- 
cow’s threat to end supplies of 
snch goods, including oil, gas and 
other raw materials scarce in the 
republic. 

Prunskiene’s telegram addres- 
sed the three points denounced in 
Gorbachev’s letter — the Litmia- 
nian parliament’s appeal to 
boycott the military call-up, the 
introduction of “citize n ship cer- 
tificates” and disputes over the 
Communist Party property. 

It repeated Lithuania’s willing- 
ness to allow young men wishing 
to serve in the Soviet army to do 
so and said the republic could 
consider adopting a law guaran- 
teeing the rights of resident 
Soviet citizens. 

Authorities wished to settle 
questions finked to borders, the 
telegram said, and were prepared 
to examine disputes over proper- 
ty which Lithuania claimed as its 
own following its independence 
proclamation. 

These included buildings occu- 
pied by Lithuania’s Communists 
who broke away. 


Perestroika takes roots 
in N. Ireland prison 
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Marcus Eliasoo 

Associated Press 



‘Let’s see what Larousse says’ 


MAGHABERRY, Northern Ire- 
land — In the computer studies 
room at Maghaberry prison, a 
convict taps away at a braille 
typewriter, preparing a text for 
the blind. 

Bobby Bates was one of the 
“SbankiU butchers,” a Protestant 
murder squad whose throat-cut- 
ting atrocities against Roman 
Catholics exceeded even North- 
ern Ireland's savage standards. 

Thirteen years into a fife sent- 
ence for 10 murders, with a his- 
tory of violent behaviour behind 
bars, 42-year-old “Basher” Bates 
comes across as a changed man. 
He works and eats alongside 
Catholic prisoners. He says be 
has embraced the Christian faith. 
He makes no excuses for his 
crimes. 

The new Bobby Bates is a 
product of Maghaberry prison, 
which opened in 1986 as an 
alternative lockup for inmates 
who wants to leave the “para- 
military” milieu, learn a skill and 
one day return to a peaceful fife 
outside prison. 

Left behind in the older Maze 
prison outside Belfast are the 
truly committed, still segregating 
themselves into republican 
(Catholic) and loyalist (Protes- 
tant) ceUblocks. still refuting to 
work or do anything else that 
could be read as acknowledging 
that their offences were criminal, 
not political. 

Simply by choosing 
Maghaberry instead of die Maze, 
a prisoner tacitly signals that he is 
removing himself from the bat- 
tleground, and rehabilitation can 
begin. 

Maghaberry is part of the quiet 
transformation of Northern Ire- 
land’s prison system in the decade 
since the Maze was seething with 
protest — a time when 10 in- 
mates, led by Bobby Sands of the 
Irish Republican Army (IRA), 
captured world attention by fast- 
ing to death. 

Segregation 

The government has always 
seen self-imposed segregation as 
a perpetuation of the conflict 
between Republicans fighting to 
rid Northern Ireland of British 
rule, and loyalists fighting to 
maintain tfie union with Britain. . 

Attempts to force integration 
have invariably met resistance. 

Indeed, the one jafl where ten- 
sion persists is Belfast prison, 
where some 650 pre-trial inmates 
are demanding segregation. 
Several Belfast wardens have 
been beaten in recent months, 
and four have been fired, prose- 
cuted or suspended since 1983 for 
maltreating prisoners. A mass 
breakout was foiled last October. 

Since Maghaberry opened, 164 
Maze prisoners have chosen to go 
there. There are now about 275 
prisoners in Maghaberry and 520 
in the Maze. 

Had Bobby Bates not moved to 
Maghaberry, he would probably 
stay m jail for the rest of his life as 
recommended by the judge. Now 
he may stand a chance of being 
paroled before the next century. 

Maghaberry became fully oper- 
ational only two years ago, so it is 
too early to say how successful it 
will be. 

But the prison service feels 
sufficiently confident to have in- 
vited four foreign journalists to 
visit Maghaberry and the Maze 
last month and chat in private 


with prisoners. The only condi- 
tion was that no prison officials 
be identified, because they are 
targets for assassination. 

“I think the government is an- 
xious to get the prisoners out as 
much as anybody else," says the 
Rev. Denis Faul, a Catholic 
priest and human rights activist 
who keeps in dose contact with 
jailers and prisoners* families. 

“There are very many people 
in prison, both from the Protes- 
tant and the Catholic side, who 
would not normally be in prison 
... for any type of crime other 
than a politically motivated 
crime,” Faul said in an interview. 

Neaxly 2,800 people in North- 
ern Ireland have died in sectarian 
violence since 1969. But in recent 
years, the violence has abated. 

The number of sentenced 
security offenders, once forecast 
to reach 3,000. is about 800. 
Many of them were jailed 10 or 
more years ago, and the govern- 
ment bas been persuaded that at 
least some can be freed without 
risk. 

Better chances 

Well-behaved prisoners with 
release dates are eligible for a 
week’s furlough at summer and 
Christmas. Some prisoners in- 
carcerated in Britain have been 
moved to Northern Ireland to be 
closer to their famili es- Most pris- 
oners on fixed sentences can ex- 


pect their time halved if they 
behave, as opposed to one-third 
in Britain. 

In Magha berry’s workshops, 
four prisoners were learning 
bricklaying. One of them, an 
IRA man serving a life sentence 
for killing a soldier, said he left 
the Maze “because I didn't fancy 
that environment anymore.” 

At age 34. he had served 14 
years and expected to be released 
in 1992. He went home last sum- 
mer and at Christinas. “I met 
people my age who are married 
with kids, settled down. The 
amount of people I didn't know. 
It was like there was a gulf 
between myself and my family.” 

Did he have regrets; “It was 
something you got caught up in 
and you thought it was worth it ... 
but in retrospect, you wouldn't 
have done it.” 

Working betide him was a 
loyalist doing life for aiding and 
abetting a murder. He had a wife 
and four children. “All those 
years lost,” be remarked. “A life 
completely wasted.” 

No such sentiments are ex- 
pressed at the Maze, a maximum- 
security spraw of H-shaped cell- 
blocks. 

Republicans and loyalist in- 
mates, locked in separate up- 
rights of each H, never meet or 
work. They have their own gyms, 
exercise yards, billiard tables and 
libraries. 

Why not move to Magha beny? 


“Because it’s saying, forget your 
republicanism and become part 
of a criminal system’,” said an 
IRA lifer. "But we are not cri- 
minal prisoners. We are political 
prisoners’." 

‘Abuses’ 

IRA supporters argue that the 
journalists’ visit is a propaganda 
exercise, that abuses do occur in 
Belfast prison and at police inter- 
rogation centers. 

At a broader level, they main- 
tain that Britain has no right to be 
in Ireland at all, let alone jail 
people who see themselves as 
freedom fighters. 

“We say Northern Ireland as a 
concept is illegal and should nev- 
er have been set up,” said a Maze 
Republican, on whose cell wall 
hung portraits of Che Guevara 
and Christ. 

The conversation kept moving 
back to 1983, when 38 prisoners 
escaped from the Maze in a mass 
breakout and 19 of them were 
quickly recaptured. One of the 
escapees described being beaten 
and set upon by dogs. 

The prison service doesn’t deny 
the abuses, but says they hap- 
pened in the immediate after- 
math of the breakout, and that' 
violence was perpetuated by both 
tides, leaving one prison officer 
"dead and several injured. 

A spokesman said the abuses 
couldn’t occur in the current cli- 


mate. 

Compensation was paid to 19 
prisoners who alleged they were 
assaulted, but no prison official 
was ever disciplined over the 1983 
incidents. 

Last month an Irish court ruled 
against extraditing two Maze 
escapees, believing they might face 
reprisals. 

Faul, contacted by a reporter 
after the prison tour concluded, 
says there has been “no serious 
incident of brutality since 1983” 
in any of Northern Ireland's four 
prisons. 

“By and large, allowing for the 
difficulty of imprisoning large 
numbers of men and so on, condi- 
tions have been excellent,” he 
says. 

But he supports the Irish court 
verdict, saying: “The British can 
only blame themselves. If they 
had put the prison officers on trial 
or had dismissed them, and could 
show that to the court, then the 
prisoners would have been sent 
back.” 

In Faul’s view, whatever im- 
provements are made in the lives 
of Northern Ireland’s Catholic 
minority are undermined by “the 
non-accountability of the security 
forces — British army, police, 
prison officers — for killing and 
ill-treating persons.” 

This, he says "is one of the 
major problems that’s keeping 
the IRA in existence.” 


By Philippe Chevalier 

THE ILLUSTRATED “Petit 
Larousse" comes off the press 
every year, just at the time 
when the new wine is pressed, 
and, at the end of the summer 
holidays, just before school be- 
gins, it holds a choice position 
in bookshop windows. This 
very French institution, with its 
famous slogan “Je s&me & tout 
vent” (I sow to the four 
winds), recently celebrated 85 
years of existence. Today, 
French people no longer say 
“Let's look it up in a diction- 
ary”, but “Let’s see what it 
says in the Larousse.” 

This encyclopaedic diction- 
ary is the work of some 20 
linguists and specialists in all 
fields of knowledge. “They 
keep up to date with new 
words, every day,” R£gine 
Lemeur, in charge of Larous- 
se’s press department, ex- 
plains. “They glean words 
from the press, literature and 
television. They then make a 
meticulous, violent selection, 
so as not to omit anything 
essential, but also to avoid 
being caught out by fashions.” 
Concerning the comet us- 
age of language, these diction- 
ary-compilers base themselves 
on the recommendations of the 
Acad&nie Frangaise. In cer- 
tain litigious cases, particularly 
when it comes to modernising 
spelling, they go towards cau- 
tious reform (which has more 
and more supporters), but still 
taking account of the opinions 
of die learned assembly. 

In 1988, the illustrated 
“Petit Larousse” beat its sales 
records with 1,300,000 copies 


sold. It must be said that year 
the work was deeply rejuven- 
ated with a face-lift. Its format 
became longer. Its layout was 
entirely renewed. A more 
modern typography was 
adopted. Its maps were redone 
by computer. There were 5,500 
new words, and a certain num- 
ber of out-dated expressions 
were removed. 

With some 60,000 defini- 
tions. the 1990 version of the 
illustrated “Petit Larousse” 
aims to present terms whose 
meaning and use a man of 
today should be able to know. 
In addition to the words of 
common language, consider- 
able space is given ro the 
numerous and varied terms 
and meanings which one comes 
across in the large areas of 
contemporary culture, and to 
those coming from specialised 
fields or ones which have gone 
beyond then uriginal area in 
the way they are used roday. 

The “Petit Larousse” has 
become the work of reference, 
the uncontested conciliation 
magistrate for word-game fans, 
crossword puzzles, scrabble, 
spelling competitions, etc.. Its 
authority prevails to settle any 
argument in these areas. 

Its success bears witness to 
the extension of culture in 
France, but also all over the 
world as Larousse sells its 
rights in a dozen oountries and 
it is sold in as many languages. 
This is proof that an ever in- 
creasing public needs this wit- 
ness of past culture, the evolu- 
tion of spoken and written 
language and the transforma- 
tion of the modem world. 


The 1990 edition of the illus- 
trated “Petit Larousse” con- 
tains 141 additions: 77 words, 
22 new meanings, and 42 proper 
nouns. Giasnost and Peres- 
troika make their appearance, 
as well as “cryoconservation 
(preservation by the old, parti- 
cularly with living tissues) and 
“le Barefoot” (for barefoot 
water-skiing). 

The “Joujoutheque”, bor- 
rowed from France’s Canadian 
cousins, makes a pretty re- 
placement for the bizarre 
"Ludothfeque,” while the 
“Quimboiseur,” the West In- 
dian witchdoctor, casts his 
spell among the “Q”s. The 
Larousse now authorises the 
verbs “buller” (to remain idle) 
or “zoner" (to live on the 
fringe of society). One can now 
watch a “soap opera” in 
French on television or prefer 
a programme about “narcodol- 
lars” (profit made from drugs). 

In the proper noun section 
new words include Akihito, 
the new Emperor of Japan, 
Maurice Allais, the famous 
French economist, Benazir 
Bhutto, the Prime Minister of 
Pakistan. Sergei Bubka, the 
Soviet pole-vaulter, Christian 
Lacroix, the French couturier, 
Li Peng, the Chinese Prime 
Minister and Aynon Senna, 
the Brazilian racing-driver. 

Steffi Graf, the young West- 
German tennis player also 
gains the envied fame of being 
in the Petit Larousse. 

“Great! My Mum is sure 
going to be pleased ! “the 
young sportwoman exclaimed 
when she learnt she would be 
in it — L’ActuaJite en France. 


Left behind in the older Maze prison 
outside Belfast are the truly committed, still 
segregating themselves into republican 
(Catholic) and loyalist (Protestant) cell- 
blocks, still refusing to work or do anything 
else that could be read as acknowledging 
that their offences were criminal, not poli- 
tical. 
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Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and U AE 
meet in bid to bolster oil market 


DUBAI (Agencies) — Stung by a 
dramatic slump in the price of 
crude, oil ministers of Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) will meet Tues- 
day in a new OPEC move to 
bolster the market. 

Western oil company execu- 
tives say the three Gulf states are 
the most prominent among the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries' (OPEC) 13 
members to have exceeded their 
mandated production quotas, 
threatening a glut 

But Saudi Arabia, the biggest 
exporter, now seems to feel it is 
time to discuss turning down the 
taps to mop up some of the excess 
from an amply-supplied market. 

“The kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
is worried about the deterioration 
in oil prices in the world market," 
Saudi Oil Minister Hisham Nazer 
said Monday, according to the 
Saudi Press Agency (SPA). 

The agency broke the news 
that Nazer would meet Kuwait's 
Sheikh All A1 Khalifa A1 Sabah 
and Mana Saeed A1 Oteiba of the 
UAE in Jeddah Tuesday. 

This followed several days of 
feverish telephone calls among 
ministers of OPEC as prices tum- 
bled. 

Last Wednesday New York fu- 
tures for the U.S. benchmark 
crude west Texas intermediate 
dropped as low as $16.25 per 
barrel — their weakest in 14 
months and a fall of $7 since the 
start oF the year. 

They then rallied a little on 
reports that OPEC might act. 

Total OPEC output has recent- 
ly run at between 23.5 and 24 
million barrels per day (BPD), 
exceeding underlying demand by 
as much as two milli on BPD, 
market analysts say. 

Supplies in the United States 
are so high that storage space is 
running out 

While some nations such as 
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Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the 
UAE exceeded output limits, 
others, particularly Iran, have had 
to dump oil on the spot market in 
order to meet their quotas. 

Gulf-based industry sources 
said contract obligations made it 
unlikely the Gulf states could cut 
back at once, but cuts could be 
made in May. 

Unconfirmed reports said Abu 
Dhabi, the biggest producer in 
the UAE, might cat by around 
200,000 BPD in May for mainte- 
nance on its offshore fields. 

Peter Nicol, an oil analyst with 
Warburg Securities in London, 
said the Gulf producers “have to 
play a game with market psychol- 
ogy now.” 

“They cannot change the very 
short term fundamentals. But 
they can signal that some produc- 
tion cuts are to come and perhaps 
persuade people to absorb higher 
stocks." 

An Easter Monday holiday 
muted European reaction but one 
trader redroned that quotes tick- 
ed up by perhaps 25 cents in 
reaction to the Saadi statement. 

Bat he thought a real gain in 
prices “is only possible if some- 
thing comes out of the meeting. 



Mana Saeed Al Oteiba 


Saudi Arabia needs to persuade 
Kuwait and Abu Dhabi to cat 
production and it has to decide to 
control production. But can yon 
see that happening? 

Gulf oil industry sources said 
reluctance Among the Gulf stales, 
especially Saudi Arabia, to cut 
output stems from fears of losing 
market share. 

The SPA said the Jeddah meet- 
ing would “review the recent 
drop in oil prices." 

Earlier speculation had centred 
on the possibility of emergency 
talks involving all 13 OPEC mem- 
bers ahead of a scheduled meet- 
ing in Geneva My 25. But Gulf- 
based analysts said Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and the UAE were 
apparently against that. 

Mari Buglass, an analyst in 
London with trading house 
Shearson Lehman Hutton, said a 
foil gathering might just result in 
“verbal fisticuffs” over allega- 
tions of over-production. 

Analysts in the Gulf meanwhile 
said that the market might look 
firmer by the end of May, if there 
are some production cuts soon 
and ahead of the seasonal rise in 
gasoline demand daring the 
northern hemisphere summer 
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holidays. 

The UAE has in effect opted 
out of OPEC quota system calling 
it unfair. But it sets its own Emit 
of two million BPD while Ofl 
Minister Oteiba says there is “a 
red line” below which prices will 
not be allowed to foil. 

Industry sources say Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia have exceeded 
quotas by 300,000 to half a mil- 
lion BPD each, although some of 
the Saudis 1 oil may have gone to 
their own storage — not counted 
under OPEC rules. 

In early May, oil ministers of 
Saudi Arabia. Iraq and Kuwait 
will meet in Riyadh for further oil 
market consultations. 


Riyadh appoints governor 

Saudi Arabia has appointed a 
senior government official to 
OPECs board of governors, re- 
placing former Deputy 03 
Minister Abdul Aziz Al Tnrlri, a 
Saudi official said Monday. 

The new governor, Sulei- 
man Al Herbish, is assistant 
undersecretary at the Saudi 
Ministry of Petroleum and Miner- 
al Resources, he said. 
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profit rises to $1 .(Mb 


NEW YORK (R) — Internation- 
al Business Machines (IBM) 
Corp. said Monday that its earn- 
ings rose to $1.04 billion in die 
first quarter, a 9.2 per cent rise 
and unexpectedly good results 
that cheered Wall Street. 

The world's number one com- 
puter maker cited good demand 
across its product line. 

The Armonk, New York com- 
pany said first-quarter revenues 
rose 11.4 per cent to $14.19 bil- 
lion from $12.73 billion in the 
year-earlier period. 

IBM reported period earnings 
of $1.81 a share, .compared with 


$950 milli on or $1.61 a share in 
the first quarter of 1989. The 
pre-share increase was larger 
than the overall profits rise due to 
a decline in the number of out- 
standing shares. 

The improved profits were 
posted amid a slowdown in the 
U.S. computer industry. 

“Our strategy of listening to 
oar customers and improving the 
competitiveness of our products 
and services is working,” said 
IBM Chairman John Akers in a 
statement. 

Wail Street apparently agreed, 
as investors rushed in to snap up 
IBM shares. They were up $3,875 


at $111 in early trading on the 
New York stock exchange. 

Akers said the company was 
focusing investments to take 
advantage of opportunities in the 
industry and steambning opera- 
tions while improving products. 

Industry analysts had forecast 
that IBM would pare as many as 
15,000 jobs by year end in an 
effort to boost profits. 

The company had previously 
been vague about its earnings 
prospects for 1 990, after report- 
ing disappointing earnings Ah’ the 
fourth quarter and for all of 1989 
largely because of a $2.42 billion 
restructuring charge. 


Three-tiered 
price system 
possible in 
Soviet Union 

MOSCOW (R) — Prices of 
Soviet goods, to be raised as the 
country moves towards a market 
economy, are to be grouped into 
three categories with varying de- 
grees of state control, a senior 
official has said. 

State Prices Committee Chair- 
man Vyacheslav Senchagov said 
the increases would begin at some 
point this year but in different 
phases to protect low-income 
groups. 

In an interview with the Com- 
munist Party daily Pravda, Sen- 
chagov said the state would con- 
tinue to set prices for key com- 
modities such as ofl, gas, coal and 
ferrous metals but these would 
take account of currently higher 
prices on world markets. 

“The state will retain, quite 
naturally, the right to establish 
prices for basic goods which have 
an effect on the conditions in 
which industry operates and on 
the level of retail prices." he told 
the daily. 

A second group, he said, would 
be subject to “regulated prires" 
— which could rise and foil within 
prescribed limits. He did not spe- 
cify which goods these would 
cover, but said fluctuations would 
defend on productivity and the 
relation between supply and de- 
mand. 

The last group, also unspeci- 
fied, would be subject to free 
prices. 

Price rises arc part of the 
economic revamp that President 
Mikhail Gorbachev has placed at 
the top of his policy agenda, with 
detailed plans expected to be 
announced soon. His policy- 
meeting presidential council 
meets this weekend. 

On Thursday, Pavel Bunich, 
chairman of the parliament's 
commission on economic reform, 
said that prices coukl double wit- 
hin a year and suggested that 70 
per cent of the state sector coukl 
be denationalised. 


ECONOMIC NEWS IN BRIEF 


UAE telecom firm reports profit 

ABU DHABI (R) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
telecommunications firm Etisalat reported a 17.5 per cent rise in 
net profits for 1989. Etisalat said in a statement Saturday that 
profits rose to 787 million dirhams ($214 million) from 669.9 
million ($182 million) in 1968. It announced a cash dividend of 597 
million dirhams ($157 million), amounting to 40 per cent of its 
capital of 1.49 billion ($407 million). Etisalat has established in 
1976 and has since taken 40 per cent of the firm public. Its 
monopoly of telecommunications services has allowed it to stay 
highly profitable while cutting fees to subscribers. 

Turkey finds oil in new well 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey has struck oil in a new well near the 
southeastern town of Kahta, State Minister M eh met Kecetiier 
said Monday. “The Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TP AO) has 
found oil in a new well which will produce 1,200 barrels per day,” 
Kececiler told the opening session of a Turkish Petroleum 
Congress. Turkey, which consumes 21.5 million tonnes of oil a 
year, produced 2.88 million tonnes of crude, mainly in the 
southeast areas bordering Iran, Iraq and Syria, in 1989. More 
than 2,000 people have been killed in the southeast since the 
Marxist Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) launched its independence 
campaign six years ago. Kahta is outside the PKK’s normal 
theatre of operations. About 25 oil firms are currently operating 
in Turkey, most of them affiliating of foreign companies, including 
N.V. Turkse Shell and Arco Turkey Inc. Chevron International 
LTD (Turkey) is likely to decide next month whether to go ahead 
with a $10.3 million search for oil in the soutbest near the Iraqi 
frontier, the sources said. 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


Reuters 

TOKYO — Tokyo share prices closed broadly down, but off their 
lows, on index-linked and general selling in scant trading. An 
anaemic yen and the Easter holidays overseas kept volume low. 
The Nikkei Index shed 750.74 points, or 2.57 per cent, to close at 
28,463.18. 

SINGAPORE — The Straits Times Industrial Index inched up 
5.75 points to close at 1,530.97 because of a last-minute rally in 
selective index-linked stocks, brokers said. 

BOMBAY — Hie Bombay Stock Exchange was closed to enable 
stockbrokers to complete business deals done over the past the 
two weeks. Trading resumes Tuesday. The Bombay Index 
slumped 32.38 points Thursday to 748.79. 

NEW YORK — The Dow Jones Industrial Index moved ahead 
more than 27 points in the first 40 minutes of trading to 2,779 in 
reaction to IBM's higheT-than-expected first quarter net. IBM 
and other technology stocks led the rally. 

77ie share markets in Sydney, Hong Kong, Frankfort, Zurich, 
Paris and London were all closed for the Easter Monday 
holiday. 



Shdkh Salem 

Kuwait 
reports 
61 percent 
increase in 
oil revenues 

KUWAIT (AP) — The gov- 
ernor of the Central Bank of 
Kuwait, Sheikh Salem Abdul 
Aziz Al Sabah, Saturday re- 
ported a 61 per cent increase in 
oil sector revenues in 1989 over 
the previous year. 

He told the daily Al An baa 
that the share of the oil sector 
in the gross national product 
(GNP) jumped from 1,719 mil- 
lion dinars ($6 billion) in 1988 
to 2,772 million dinars ($9.7 
billion) in 1989. 

He attributed the increase to | 
an expansion in Kuwaiti oil ; 
exports and increases in oil 
prices since 1986, when the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) 
damped a production ceiling 
for its 13 member states de- 
signed to push prices up to $18 
a barrel. That ended a price 
war that had pushed oil prices 
down to as low as $7 a barrel. 

The gover nm ent cited the 
rise in Kuwait’s oil revenues as 
indicative of economic recov- 
ery in this oil-rich country after 
a period of stagnation and rela- 
tive inflation, also induced by 
the 1982 collapse of the stock 
markeL 

“If we take this development 
into account we cannot say the 
Kuwaiti economy has been ex- 
periencing recession over the 
past three years,” Sheikh 
Salem said. 

However, Sheikh Salem, 
who heads a government panel 
entrusted with activating the 
national economy, said certain 
economic sectors in the coun- 
try are still suffering from 
stagnation. 

He noted that the govern- 
ment was depended on public 
borrowing to cover the budget 
deficits since 1987 and has not 
drawn on the state’s reserves. 

He put the size of public bor- 
rowing at 2.7 billion dinars 
($9.45 billion) at present. 


Saudi Arabia, Japan 
move closer to oil deals 


TOKYO (R) — Tbe idea of 
Saudi Arabia invading Japan’s 
downstream oil market once 
evoked image of a desert maraud- 
er here. Now it conjures visions 
of a long-sought oasis. 

Fear that cml reserves outside 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) are 
drying bp is making Japanese 
refiners eager to secure stable 
crude supplies from the Gulf, oil 
industry officials sad. 

Japanese refiners are scramb- 
ling to strike direct deals with 
Saudi Arabia, which claims the 
world's largest proven oil re- 
serves, as concern grows about 
possible shortages later this de- 
cade, they said. 

Direct deals refer to fong-term 
deals struck directly with produc- 
ers. In tbe past, Japanese refiners 
have bought much of their oil 
through traders. 

But faced with forecasts of a 
new oil crisis, they are courting 
Middle East ofl producers, espe- 
cially Saudi Arabia, with prom- 
ises of a stable market and parti- 
cipation in the Japanese main- 
stregun — the marketing of re- 
fined products — in return for 
guaranteed supplies. 

“If you take a long-term view 
and prepare for b ullis h ofl mar- 
kets in the 1990s, I don’t see why 
refiners shouldn’t zero in on 
Saudi Arabia and go for direct 
deals,” said Tsutomu Toidri, 
chief ec on omi st at Japan’s Insti- 
tute of Energy Economics. 

“The Saudis also want to boost 
business with Japan. They want 
to lock m their oil sales in Asa in 
addition to Europe and the U.S. 
their immediate target is to return 
to the position of Japan's top 
crude suppliers,’* Tokiri said. 

Recently the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) has supplanted 
Saudi Arabia as tire largest crude 
exporter to Japan. 

Saudi Arabia says it has the 
globe's largest proven reserves of 
252 billion bands. Its ability to 
offer a wide range of crude from 
extra tight to heavy grades is also 
attractive to Japanese refiners. 

hi the past, the Ministry of 
In terna tional Trade and Industry 
(MITT) has used the threat of 
participation by Saudi Arabia in 
refining and marketing in Japan 
to force Japanese ofl firms, fragile 
by world standards, into fewer, 
stronge r gro ups. 

But Mi ll is now focusing more 
on long-term supply security, 
especially since experts point to 
the increasing role of OPEC pro- 
ducers as stable suppliers. 

An official visit to Tokyo by 
Saudi Arabian Oil Minister 
Hisham Nazer in January gave 
impetus to a strengthening of ties 
between the world’s largest ofl 
exporter and tbe world's second- 
largest: oil consumer. 

Min officials say they are 
speeding up efforts to forge closer 
tinks with Gulf producers, includ- 
ing Saudi Arabia. Kuwait and the 


UAE. Industry analysts estimate 
these three have more than 45 per 
cent file world’s proven oil re- 
serves. 

Naofe i Knro da, director-gener- 
al of MTITs petroleum depart- 
ment, recently told Reuters be 
will confer with Saudi Arabian 
officials in June on Saudi entry 
into Japan’s downstream market 
as part of several rounds of plan- 
ned informal talks. 

Reciprocal arrangement 

The Saudi Oil Ministry and 
Mi l l are seeking a reciprocal 
arrangement through which 
Saudi Arabia offers stable oil 
supply in exchange for a secure 
market and do w n s t re am parti- 
cipation. 

World exude ail prices tumbled 
last week, but Japanese refinery 
officials say they are looking 
further into the future. 

Cosmo Oil Company Ltd 
started buying crude oil under a 
direct deal with Saudi Arabia this 
month following the lead of Ide- 
mitsu Kosan Company Ltd which 
signed a term contract last 
October. 

Ofl industry sources said Nip- 
pon Ofl Company Ltd. may con- 
sider contracting to buy directly 
from Saudi Arabia in the future. 
It started lifting 80,000 barrels 
per day (BPD) through Caftex 
Petroleum Corp. a 50/50 joint 
venture between majors Chevron 
Corp. and Texaco Inc. 

Saudi Arabia is seeking a joint- 
venture partner in Asia to refine 
its own crude and sell petrol and 
other products. 

One of Japan's problems is that 
it has no single companay able to 
match the functions of ofl majors, 
which explore for, develop, pro- 
duce, transport, refine and mar- 
ket oil. 

“The Saudis are not expecting 
a quick condusiou. First they 
want to make good friends who 
can guide them into tbe down- 
stream market,” a source familiar 
with Saudi Arabian business said. 

Saudi Arabia's joint venture 
with Texaco to refine and sell ofl 
in the U.S., called Star Enter- 
prise, posted revenues of $6.3 
billion in its first year ended last 
December. 

Saudi Arabia wants to launch 
similar operations in Japan, ofl 
sources said. It hope s to reach 
basic agreement with Mi l l by the 
end of the year to pave the way 
for Saudi investment in a refin- 
ery, said an ofl industry manager 
who visited Riyadh earlier this 
year. 

But a source dose to Saudi 
Arabia said he believed the king- 
dom would wait until it coukl find 
a first-d am partner. 

MfH wants to link Saudi in- 
vestment in Japan with extension 
of oil concessions held by Japan’s 
Arabian Ofl Company Ltd in 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait into the 
next century. 


Indonesia set to get 
same amount of aid 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia, 
saddled with one of the biggest 
foreign debts in the developing 
world, can expect another mas- 
sive infusion of aid this year, 
visiting Netherlands Develop- 
ment Minister Jan Prank said 
Saturday. 

“Indonesia has really taken off 
as a developing country on the 
path to sustainable economic 
growth... everybody agrees that 
Indonesia during the last couple 
of years had a very good econo- 
mic performance,” be told repor- 
ters at the end of a nine-day visit. 

He also allayed concern his 
country might tie aid to Jakarta’s 
human- rights record by signing 
new loans that had been delayed 
after an uproar in the Dutch 
parliament over Indonesia's ex- 
ecution in February of four long- 
term prisoners. 

Tbe four had been on death 
row for more than 20 years for 
their role in an abortive coup m 
1965. 

Pronk chairs Indonesia’s 
Donor Club of Industrial Coun- 
tries and International Agencies, 
tbe in ter governmental group on 
Indonesia, which will meet in 

June to decide on aid for the 
current financial year, which be- 
gan in April. 

He said, “the total sum of aid 
to be pledged... will amount to 
about the same amount as last 
year (a record $4.3 billion) or 
perhaps... a tiny bit higher.” 

More will be m project aid 
while special assistance, untied 
aid for balance-of-payments sup- 
port, will be below last year’s $1.8 
billion, be said without giving 
figures. 

The World Bank last year pre- 


dicted 1990-91 special assi s t a nce 
would be $1.2 bfltion while the 
Indonesian budget targets about 
$1.6 billion. 

Pronk said be would act as a 
broker for Jakarta to help it get 
enough aid to carry out its econo- 
mic policies and produce reason- 
able economic growth and sharp- 
ly reduced poverty among the 
world’s fifth largest population, 
180 million people. 

He warned donors against cut- 
ting aid for the Third World when 
giving help to Eastern Europe. 

“Foreign assistance to Eastern 
European countries should not 
substitute aid flows to countries 
such as Indonesia ... which have 
carried out a key good domestic 
development policy and really 
deserve further support to con- 
tinue that development policy,” 
be said. 

Commenting on his talks here 
on tbe executions and his appeal 
for detnency for six other death- 
row inmates linked to the attemp- 
ted coup, Pronk said: “I am quite 
pleased with die reaction I've 
received.’ 7 

He declined to detail Indone- 
sia’s response. 

Jakarta had initially been indig- 
nant over what it saw as an 
attempt by its former colonial 
rulers to meddle in its domestic 
affairs. 

As Pronk was speaking, a 
group of 30 students protested 
outride the Dutch embassy, in 
another part of the dty, deman- 
ding donors be more strict in 
providing aid, which they said the 
government used to repress the 
people. 

“Your aid is our AIDS,” said 
one banner. 


Jordan Tunes 
Tel. 667171 


— HOROSCOPE 

•FORECAST FOR TUESDAY APRIL 17, 1990 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Cam M Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
day when premises made by, or to 
you, are very apt to be broken 
beyond tbe control of anyone in- 
volved, so don’t be hard either on 
yourself or others if conditions 


vou rotations to your probtean, 
avoid a prejudiced newcomer., 
tonight do what mate appteoaies. 
i.iuaA i (September 23 to October 
22) Letting good friends know yow 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Be 
alert early to all kinds of interest- 
ing new situations that arise ami 
bring possibility of advancement, 
then avoid argument over money. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You are able to get a better pera- 
pective where you are beaded in 
your practical affairs, then don’t 
get into personalities; later charm 
afl about you. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to Jane 21) 
Contract conservative and uncon- 
ventional outsiders for ideas to 
farther your worldly aims, then 
avoid secret anger bat later be with 

social charmers. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can discuss and come 
to interesting oooduskms with fel- 
low »«««*»>« about future activi- 
ties, then don't argue with good 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have all kinds of brilliant ideas for 
putting in motion your special ta- 
lents early, then avoid a deman- 
ding executive; later make new 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Private co nfer e n ces with aU 
sorts of influential men can bring 


to support your efforts , 
then don’t make financial comma- 
meat; later join friends. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem - 
ber 21) Itatyouisetf in a postion to 
get favours from those in positions 
of power and you make headway, 
then avoid a bumptious partner, 
later consult fine friends. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Be alert to new 
outlets by which you cat) zoom 
ahead and don't get bogged down 
in a discussion about usual duties; 
tonight to what mate most enjoys. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Driving towards the 
biggest plan of security yo u can 
conceive can bring you real prog- 
ress in that direction but don’t 
waste Hme on frivolities. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 tto 
February 19) Older men in prom- 
inent positions in all walks of fife 
today see your best points and wiB 
back your wishes so don’t stay 
borne and Am about conditions. 

PISCES: February 20 to March 20) 
You mn the best from the 
best and add modern and current 
conditions so that your environ- 
meat is much improved but don’t 
wander about aimlessly. 


THE Daily Crossword by Richard Thomas 


ACROSS 
1 US playwright 
8 Zinger 
10 Servants 

14 Sphere 

15 Gen. Bradley 

16 Melody 
IT Lorre film 

Cwlth "The’T 

20 Units of meas. 

21 Even 

22 Veggies 

23 Sped 

24 Chlang's 
nemesis 

25 Pari of some 
addresses 

28 Connections 

33 has — 
and hungry 

look” 

34 Golf club 

35 Mine car 

38 Control knob 

37 Skirts 

38 in good shape 

39 Geom. fig. 

40 Money for 
waiters 

41 Gem portion 

42 Place In 
power 

44 Upright 

45 Zoo beast - - 

46 Strokes 
lovingly 

42 Ploy 

51 Some sail 

52 Dallas school 
letters 

55 fmmfnenl 
danger 

56 A Guthrie 

59 Family group 

60 Timid one 

81 Nolan or 
Robert 

82 "Mfkado" 
character 

83 Curse 

DOWN 

1 Host 

2 Clue 

3 Quartet 
member 

4 Wapiti 



£ IBM Tribune Madia SontCM, k*. 
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Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


5 Fear e.g. 

6 Indicated 

7 Included with 

8 Barter 

9 Robbers 

10 — Krishna 

11 Cleveland's 
lake 

12 Lahr part 

13 Annie Oakley 
16 Feudal land 
19 Jog 

23 Vitality 

24 Titan and 
Triton 

25 Key personnel 
28 Foreign 

27 Undergo 
chemical 
change 

28 Auto type 

28 Sparta's rival 

30 Fad 

31 Legends 

32 Silvery fish 
34 Pule 

37 Pipe valve 



41 — up! 

43 Assault 

44 Tiller 

48 Music maker 

47 Autocrat 

48 Wrong 

49 Soft drink 

50 Disney film 


51 Badlands loc. 

52 Swing 
around 

53 Tableland 

54 Addict 

56 Holliday 
rote 

57 Intimidate 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


LET’S GET UP 

EARLY" TOMORROW 

ANP WATCH THE 
SUN RISE ! 


WHAT 
CHANNEL 
IS IT 
ON ? 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
fouronttwywoftte. 


CHULG 


TT 

t: 



HIDUM 


nr 




Em 



mmmm 


LESING 


m 

m 

■ 

• 




a 

a 

a 

H 

ii 

■ 

■ 

■ 


■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 


THE SOPRANO STOOP 
ON THE BALCONY SO 
SHE COULP POTHIS. 

ftew arrange the eketed tetters to 
>Q(m the surprise answer, as sub- 
flfisted by the above cartoon. 


*’ SW8 "’ ere; QXD Tlx ii r f 


, - (Answers tomorrow) 

Saturday's] Jumt ^ SYN0D HAREM SAILOR NEPHEW 

1 Answer What an okl-faehloned husband eomectahte 
wife to do — HHJ 3 HIM WTTH^ tils 


* 
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Moses eyes another 
Olympic gold medal 


if 


NEW YORK (R) — Twice 
Olympic gold medal hurdler 
Edwin Moses will turn 35 years of 
age in August but be says age is 
not about to slow down his chase 
for more gold in the 1992 Barce- 
lona games. 

**1 know I can stQl do it and 
there is no zeal reason to quit,” 
Moses told Reuters during a re- 
cent promotional tour for this 
summer's Goodwill Games in 
Seattle. 

m 

After dominating the 400- 
metre hurdles for a decade, 
Moses settled for bronze at the 
1988 Seoul Games and then quit 
racing all of last year to pursue a 
graduate university degree, 
prompting speculation that he 
was retiring from competition. 

“People think Tm retired be- 
cause of my age, but I’ve never 
really mentioned it,” the Amer- 
ican said. “I've been in shape for 
£0 years and age doesn’t really 
""matter that much and that’s what 
people forget. It is a very realistic 
goal for a gold (at Barcelona) if I 
plan my training right” 

Moses resumed t raining in 
November with solitary daily 
workouts at the University of 
California at Irvine. Now concen- 
trating on interval training before 
stepping up to speed drills, Moses 
feels no need to rush back. 


“The overall philosophy is a 
three-year programme. This year 
is not major,” said Mioses. “Next 
year Fm in peak condition and 
the following year is the Olympic 
year. That is what Fm redly 
looking forward to.” 

Moses won his first Olympic 
gold in die 1976 Montreal Games 
where he also set his first world 
record. He added the 1984 gold 
medal in the Los Angeles Games 
and his 1983 time of 47.02 
seconds still stands as die world 
record. Until he was beaten by 
compatriot Danny Harris in 1987, 
Moses enjoyed a streak of 122 
consecutive race victories over a 
10-year span — a record unpara- 
lleled at any distance in modem 
track. 

“No matter what I do in the 
future, you can’t take away any of 
my accomplishments,” said 
Moses, who will compete in die 
Goodwill Games. “I’ve already 
made by mark and I could walk 
away anytime and be satisfied.” 

Ego, however, is still a moti- 
vating force. 

“Tlie challenge is running 
against guys who feel you are 
over the ML They have always 
feh because of my age they were 
going to catch up, so the chal- 
lenge is to continue to trample on 
these guys the way I have,” said 
Moses. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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A LESSON WELL LEARNED 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
4 K10 9 
7 A tO 9 8 2 
0 A 3 2 
* KQ 

EAST 

* 75 
9 Q6 
0 IQ 96 

* J 10 9 6 4 
SOUTH 


WEST 
* J 2 
9 143 
0 J 8754 
4 75 2 



4 AQ 8643 
9 J75 


. 

0 10 




* A83 ___ 


The bidding: 



South 

West 

North 

East 

1 * 

Pass 

2 9 

Pass 

2 * 

Pass 

3 * 

Pass 

4 * 

Pass 

4 0 

DM 

RdW 

Pass 

4 NT 

Pass 

5 * 

Pass 

6 * 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 




Opening lead: Five of 0 
We have remarked before on bow 
often lesson hands turn up at the 
table. This hand is from the recent 
Fall North American 
Championships. 

North-South were playing two- 
over-one responses as a game force. 
Thus. North’s raise to three spades 
showed a good hand — a jump to 
four spades would have been a sign- 
off- After East’s lead-directing 


double of four diamonds. South’s 
redouble showed second -round 
control — either the king or a single- 
ton. Four no trump, by partnership 
agreement, asked South for extra 
values, and five spades denied any. 
North, however, had enough to go 
cm to slam. 

The contract hinges on losing 
only one heart trick— something 
that can be accomplished with two 
finesses if West has at least one of 
the mitring honors. That was des- 
tined to succeed as the cards he, but 
declarer/ Gary Hann of Aim -Arbor, 
Midi, found the textbook line to 
guarantee his contract regardless of 
how the hearts were divided. 

The opening diamond lead was 
with the ace and trumps were 
drawn in two rounds. Dummy’s 
dub honors served as entries for two 
diamond ruffs, and the ace of dubs 
was cashed to complete stripping the 
mino r suits from both declarer’s 
hand and the table. 

* With the groundwork laid, de- 
clarer simply led a heart and insert- 
ed the board’s nine. East could win, 
but he would then either have to 
yidd a nxff-and-sluff by returninga 
minor, enabling declarer to get rid 
of a heart, or lead a heart into dum- 
my’s tcoace. Either way, declarer 
could daim his dam. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Spanish Embassy in Amman has a vacancy with the 
following characteristics: 

1. Post: Messenger 

2. Salary: Assigned by the Spanish Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 

3. Conditions of work: as by the Jordanian Legislation. 

4. Requirements: a) Experience in attention to the public 
and messenger, b) Knowledge of Arabic and English 
or Spanish. 

5. Merit Driving licence for the task of messenger. 

6. Proof of knowledge in languages: interview and 
written test. 

Petitions should be addressed to the Spanish 
Embassy, P.O. Box : 454, In writing, within two 
weeks from this date. 

For further Information please call telephone 
number 655889 


Real Madrid clinches league title, 
turns sights on European Cup 


Renters 

Real Madrid predictably wrapped 
up their fifth consecutive Spanish 
soccer league tide at the weekend 
and immediately tamed their 
thoughts to lifting die European 
Cup next season. 

Winning die championship has 
become more of an expectation 
than a glorious achievement for 
Real, and if the dub’s Sunday 
night celebrations following their 
titie-dmebing 0-0 draw at Real 
Valladolid were somewhat 
muted, die European obsession is 
partly to blame. 

Both players and British coach 
John Tosfaack . accepted that they 
had been certain of winning their 
25th championship for some time 
after opening a nine-point lead 
over second-placed Atletico 
Madrird several weeks ago. 

Tosback, in his first year in 
charge at the dub, said: “It is not 
as if there has been another 
team in a dose finish." 

“Madrid have proven they have 
some players who are amonfe the 
best. We have worked very 


seriously. We’D rest for a few 
days and start planning next sea- 
son... with the hope of repeating 
this victory,” he added. 

Another title would surpass the 
record five-win sequence by 
Alfredo Di Stefano’s team be- 
tween 1960-65, repeated in 1975- 
80. Bat Toshack and dub presi- 
dent Ramon Mendoza would 
sooner emulate that side’s feat of 
w innin g the European Cup in 
1966 — the last time the dub 
lifted the trophy. 

“We shall have to keep on 
fighting for the European tide,” 
said Mendoza. 

Captain Miguel added: “We 
■all think of the European Cup, 
and to get there you first have to . 
win the league.” 

Another British exile left an 
indelible mark in the French ' 
championship race as champions 
Marseille qtimfced above Bordeaux 
at the top of the league on an J 
Easter weekend which saw most 
Euroepean leagues play Friday 
and Saturday. 

England winger Chris Waddle 
scored both goals in Marseille's 


2-0 home over Bordeaux Satur- 
day which left the Mediterranean 
dub a point dear with a game in 
hand and favourites to take their 
second consecutive tide. 

Marseille will be hoping Wad- 
dle can perform as well in. 
Wednesday’s European Cup 
semifinal second leg against Be- 
nfica in Portugal where they 
take a 2-1 lead. 

European Cap holders A C 
Milan, who take a 1-0 first leg 
lead to Bayern Munich Wednes- 
day, remained top of the Italian 
soccer league on goal difference 
from Napoli who reduced the 
margin to three goals with a 3-0 
win against Bari Saturday. 

A.C. Milan beat Sampdoria 1-0 
Friday in their final home game 
of the season. 

Although they were due to play 
Bari at their San Siro stadium, 
work on relaying the pitch for tbe 
World Cup has forced them to 
switch the last match to Bologna. 

They visit Verona next Sunday 
while Napoli travel to Bologna 
and end with a home game 
a garne t LaZlO. 


B razilians shun trappings of stardom 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Bra- 
zil’s top -players are expected to 
produce some of the most ex- 
uberant football at the World 
Cup finals. But off the field they 
avoid lifestyles usually associated 
with stardom. 

Most of them dedicate their 
spare time to their families, invest 
their money in property and in- 
dulge in hobbies such as breeding 
exotic animals, reading the Bible 
or collecting cars. - 

Striker Bebeto's favourite pas- 
time is looking after a mini-zoo at 
his. parents’ home in Rio, whre he 
keeps two dogs, several prize- 
winning cats, turtles and a variety 
of noisy macaws. 

He does sot drink or smoke 
and says he likes to spend his free 
time unth his family. 

Bebeto, whose full name is 
Jose Roberto Gama De Oliveira, 
was largely unknown outside Bra- 
zil until last year when he scored 
six goals during the South Amer- 
ican championship in July and 
finished the year with 12 goals in 
19 games 'for' his country. 

The performance earned him. 
the attention of Europe’s top 
dubs and he looks certain to be 
sold abroad when the contract 
with his dub Vasco Da Gama 
expires in August. Vasco have 
placed a $10 million transfer fee 
On him. 

Originally from Salvador in 
north-east Brazil, he was brought 


to Rio by Flamengo in 1983 and 
stayed there until moving to Vas- 
co last July. 

He has used the money made 
from football to buy a house in 
Rio for his parents and five 
brothers and sisters so he can be 
near them. But be wants to play 
in Europe “to guarantee my 
finanrial independence.” 

Full-back Mazinho is another 
who was brought from the north- 
east to develop his c ar e er in Rio. 
Mazinho left home in the state of 
Paraiba to complete a trial with 
Vasco where he has stayed ever 
since. 

Now 23, he has used the money 
earned from football to help his 
family improve their standard of 
living. Mazinho comes from a 
poor faip3y and said that during 
his childhood he endured “a lot 
of suffering.” 

Like Bebeto, be was unknown 
outride Brazil until last year’s 
South American championship 
when he came into the side only 
because of an injury to first- 
choice full-back Jorgmho: 

He is now considered to be one 
of the team's most important 
players and is set to join Italian 
dub Pescara after the World 
Cup. 

Also like Bebeto, he prefers a 
quiet life off the pitch and lists his 
bobbies as reading, films and 
playing “foot-volleyball” on the 
beach. 


Mazinho, whose full name is 
lomar Do Nascimento, has 
joined the “Athletes of Christ,” a 
group of footballers who are 
members of the evangelical 
church, and he spends a lot of 
time studying tile Bible. 

“For me, the nicest things in 
life are the simple things. With 
simplicity, you can go a long 
way,” be says. “Everything I earn 
is for my family.” 

Antonio De Oliveira Ffflio, 
better known as striker Careca, 
has a passion for cars. At his 
home in Naples in Italy he keeps 
a Mercedes Benz and a Renault. 
Bade in Sao Paulo he has an Opel 
Diplomat and a Ford Escort XR- 
3. 

But despite his love of cars, he 
is another who likes to lead a 
quiet public life away from soc- 
cer. “My day to day (life) is very 
ordinary. When Tam not train- 
ing, Fm at home,” he said. 

The remainder of Careca’s in- 
come is invested in prop er ty. He 
owns six apartments in Sao 
Paulo, a penthouse in the city of 
Campinas and land in Ibatuba, on 
the coast north of Sao Paulo. 

“Football has not made me a 
rich man, bat it has helped to 
guarantee the future of my fami- 
ly he said. 

Regarded as one of the best 
forwards in the world, Careca is 
one of Brazil’s survivors from the 
last World Cup. 


Colombia faces Mexico today 


LOS ANGELES (R) — The Col- 
ombian soccer team, whose 
World Cup bnild-up has. 'been 
disrupted by death threats, return 
to the United States for a friendly 
against Mexico Tuesday. 

Colombia’s preparations for 
the June finals were halted briefly 
earlier this year after a group 
threatened to kill players, 
coaches and journalists unless tbe 
national squad stopped including * 
players from four dubs which it 
said were linked to drug-traf- 
fickers. 

Since then tbe national team 


have played all their matches in 
the United States for greater 
security. 

The Colombians’ major con- 
cern for Tuesday is to find the 
goalscoring form that saw them 
win their qualifying group against 
Paraguay and Ecuador and a two- 
leg playoff against Israel to qual- 
ify for their first World Cup finals 
since 1962. 

They failed to score against 
fellow World Cup finalists Uru- 
guay and tbe Soviet Union, and 
m anag e d only a 1-0 win against 
Mexican dub side Chhras in 


February. 

Mexico, banned from all inter- 
national soccer competi ti on s for 
two years in 1988 for fielding 
over-age players in a youth 
tournament, have beaten world 
champions Argentina and Uru- 
guay in Los Angeles already this 
year. 

Colombia, in the same World 
Cup group as West Germany, 
Yugoslavia and United Arab 
Emirates, play the United Sttates in 
Miami next Saturday. They will 
also . participate in a three-day 
tournament in Chicago in May 
before flying to Italy. 


Waldegard wins Safari 
Rally for fourth time 


NAIROBI (R) — Bjorn Walde- 
gard of Sweden, driving a Toyota 
Cehca, overcame exceptionally 
muddy conditions to win tire 
Kenya Safari Rally for the fourth 
time Monday. 

Jahn Kankkunen of Finland 
finished second, 38 minutes be- 
hind Waldegard in a Lancia Delta 
Integrate and Mikael Ericsson of 
Sweden, in another Toyota, came 
in third, nearly two hours behind 
the winner. . 

Waldegard, winner in 1977, 
1984 and 1986, said: “It was tire 
toughest rally ever because of tire 
weather. The roads were 
tougher. There was more mud 
than ever, but funnily enough, 
there was not as much rain as 
expected.” 

Waldegard has competed 17 


times in this six-day 4,000- 
kflonretre rally, one of tire tough- 
est in the world, and said he 
planned to return next year. 

“I would love to come back for 
another rally. Why not take the 
record for the most wins?" lie 
said. 

ganlrlnmen said he was just 
■happy to have finished — only 10 
of the 58 starters survived. 

Spaniard Carlos Sainz, making 
Ins Safari debut in a Toyota Celi- 
ca, was fourth and Kenjiro Shino- 
Tuk a of Japan fifth in a Mitsubishi 
Galas t. 

The best-placed Subaru Lega- 
cy, making its first world cham- 
pionship appearance, was sixth 
and dirven by Kenyan Jim Heath- 
er Hayes. 

Four Legacies dropped out be- 


cause of mechanical problems, 
mainly associated with over- 
heating. 

Heather Hayes himself came 
dose to disaster Sunday when a 
fire broke out under the bonnet 
of his car. The blaze was caused 
by a split ofl pipe. The crew 
extinguished tbe fire and fitted a 
replacement part dropped from a 
plane. 

Radi Stohl of Austria in an 
Audi 90 Quattro' passed Kenya’s 
Patrick Njiru in a Subaru Legacy 
on the final 365-kilometre stage 
from Nakuru in the Rift Valley to 
Nairobi to finish seventh. 

But Njiru, the top-placed balcfc 
Kenyan driver and a local hero, 
was assured of a big welcome for 
manag ing eighth position. 


Jahangir aims for record 
ninth British Open title 


LONDON (R) — World number 
one J ahangir Khan is just five 
matches -away from fulfilling his 
lifelong ambition of winning the 
British Open Squash Cham- 
pionship for a record ninth suc- 
cessive time. 

Tbe Pakistani has not been 
beaten in the sport’s most presti- 
gious tournament since he lost in 
the 1981 final to Australian Geoff 
Hunt, whose record eight victor- 
ies J ahangir equalled last. .year. 

Jahangir wen t unbeaten for an 
astonishing five years and seven 
months after his defeat by Hunt 
before losing to New Zealander 
Ross Noman, whom, he is sche- 
duled to meet in tire Open. 

England number nine Jamie. 
Hickax is Jahangir’s first round 
opponent when tire top players go 
into action Wednesday, but his 
most difficult match in his half of 
tiie draw is likely to be against 
Australian Chris Dittmar, who be 
is projected to meet in tire semi- 
finals. 

Dittmar, tbe number three 


seed, beat Jahangir in both the 
world individual and world team 
championships at the end of last 
year, but has been going through 
troubled times both on and off 
court this year. 

Jahangir will be relieved that 
Chris Robertson and Rodney 
Martin, two other Australians 
who have both beaten him 
already in 1990, are in the oppo- 
site half of the draw. 

Robertson and Martin, ranked 
fourth and fifth in the world 
respectively, are seeded to meet 
in the quarter-finals, with the win- 
ner almost certain to take on 
Jansber Khan, the Pakistani who 
won tbe world title for the second 
time in October. 

Surprisingly, the younger 
Pakistani has never won tire Brit- 
ish Open title but, should he 
overcome tire very considerable 
challenge from Robertson or 
Martin, his remarkable athletic- 
ism and super fitness vriQ repre- 
sent a very serious, threat to 


Jahangir’s domination. 

New Zealand’s Susan Devoy is 
seeking her seventh consecutive 
women’s title and is scheduled for 
a serpifinal meeting with Lisa 
Opie, the Briton she has beaten 
in two finals. 

Opie was runner up on four 
occasions during the 1980s, but 
tire seedings predict that Devoy’s 
opponent in tire 1990 final will be 
Australian Danielle Drady, the 
vastly improved girlfriend of 
Rodney Martin. 

Drady is expected to come 
through to a semifinal against 
Martime Le ■ Moignan, Opie’s 
Omnnel Islands compatriot, who 
surpri s in gly beat Devoy in the 
world championship final in the 
Netherlands last year. 

But the presence of a number, 
of top players seeded outside the 
top eight, such as England trio 
Lucy Soutter, Suzanne Homer 
and Alison Comings, suggests the 
women’s draw may offer more 
than its usual quota of upsets. 


Jugoplatlska go for second 
European basketball trophy 


ZARAGOZA, Spain (R) — 
Yugoslavia’s Jugoplatiska aim to 
remain men’s European dub bas- 
ketball champions this week, 
knowing it could be a long time 
before they win another major 
trophy. 

The split team could be sadly 
depleted next year. Dino Radja 
and Toni Kukoc, two prospects 
involved in last year’s unexpected 
champions’ cup final victory over 
twice-winners Maccabi Tel Aviv, 
are expected to look for more 
lucrative contracts. 

The pair are set to play outside 
Yugoslavia next season unless 
Jugoplastika can find more than a 
million dollars to keep them. The 
team's experienced captain, Dus- 
ko Ivanovic, is also tipped to 
leave and join an Italian or a 
Spanish team. 


The Yugoslav side meet French 
champions Limoges Tuesday, 
white Barcelona of Spain play 
Greece’s Aris Salonika in the 
other semifinal on the same day. 
The final is Thursday. 

With home advantage, Barce- 
lona are highly favoured to win 
for the first time. The Gatalan . 
side was top of tire quarter-final 
.groups with a record of 12 wins, 
including two over Aris, against 
only two defeats. 

After losing in tbe 1981 final to 
Squibb Cantu of Italy, they have 
a chance to emerge from tire 
shadow of Spanish rivals Real 
Madrid, who have a record seven 
tides in tire competition. 

Barcelona’s game is based on 
strong defence and fast counter- 
attack. Their main asset is free- 
scoring “Epi” Juan Antonio 


together with American Audie 
Norris, excellent under die bas- 
kets. 



MANY VILLASAND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other loca- 
tions. 

IFor more information 
please cell 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY 
Waei Real Estate 
Tel: 81 8609, 81 0605 


REQUIRED 

English native teachers of English. 
Graduates with TEFL or TESL qualification. 

Phone between 4-7 p.m. 680726 


F1UP1NA MAID WANTED 

A Jordanian family is in need of a maid. 

For more Information please call, Tel: 
-818690. 




ATTENTION PLEASE 


Welcome to the Bedouin Bazaar where you will 
get 20% discount on all items. 


WANTED FOR RENT 
FOR A DIPLOMATIC MISSION FAMILY 


Unfurnished villa, semi-villa, or a ground floor in one of the 
following areas: 4th-8th Circles, Abdoun, Swefteh, Um-Uthieneh, 
Um-Summaq or Jandaweel. 

House needed should have 5 bedrooms, including master 
bedroom: with all amenities. 

Owners only: please send details, floor plans, name and 
address to the following: 

Housing Office 
P.O. Box : 354 
Amman — Jordan 


VACANCY NOTICE FOR EMBASSY 
RECEPTIONIST 

A position as part time Embassy Receptionist is declared 
vacant as of July 1, 1990, 

Tasks: Receptionist and switchboard operator, proces- 
sing of consular matters, handling of travel reservations 
and social appointments. 

Weekly working hours 8-12, five days a week. 

Requirements: University education at undergraduate 
levei, fluency in Arabic and English, efficiency in typing 
knowledge of third language and word processing is an 
advantage. Applicants must have previous e^rience of 

pre ? erably a foreign eXss^or 

^ematfonal organisation. Applicants must have a repre- 
sent^ personality, be apt for teamwork and be tolerant 

Serious candidates are invited to apply in wrttlna 
® C.V. and photo to Department of Person- 
nel, P.O. Box 830535, Amman, not later than May 1, 
1990. 
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epal king dismisses premier, 
issolvss National Assembly 


100 die in Indian train fire 


w -&HE3 mm asa '®3 es& ’ssBr‘ IB HP 

KATHMANDU (R) — Nepal’s King Birendra 
bowed to a two-month opposition campaign Mon- 
day, opening the way to multi-party democracy by 
abolishing the main dements of the country’s 
partyless political system* 


Birendra, one of the world's 
few absolute monarehs, made bis 
dramatic concessions in a royal 
proclamation be read on radio 
after a campaign in which at least 
100 people were killed. 

The lung, who just one week 
ago legalised political parties ban- 
ned for 30 years, said be had 
dismissed his prime minister and 
dissolved the National Assembly. 

He also announced the dissolu- 
tion of the six organisations which 
underpin die partyless system of 
councils, or Panchayats. All 
candidates for Panchayat elec- 
tions must belong to one of the 
six organisations which represent 
special interest groups. 

Birendra also dissolved the 
Panchayat Policy and Evaluation 
Committee which oversaw the 
whole system. 

The concessions appeared to 
go most of the way towards meet- 
ing the demands of the Move- 
ment for the Restoration of 
Democracy (MRD). which 
wanted a multi-party system and 
a constitutional monarchy. 

MRD sources, who took part 
in marathon talks with the gov- 
ernment that ended just before 


dawn in an apparent deadlock, 
said they were sore opposition 
leader Ganesh Man Singh would 
be asked to form the next govern- 
ment. 

The MRD had demanded it be 
allowed to form an interim admi- 
nistration that would pave the 
way for multi-party elections. 

Birendra, who has already 
promised a constitutional reform 
commission, made no comment 
ou his own future role. 

The king said Prime Minister 
Lokendra Bahadur Chand had 
been dismissed but would stay on 
as caretaker premier. He also 
dissolved the 140-member Rash- 
triya Panchayat (National Assem- 
bly), 28 of whose members he 
nominated himself with the rest 
directly elected. 

Ganesh Man Singh, 75, leader 
of the Nepali Congress Party and 
the one potential premier Con- 
gress and the seven Communist 
groups comprising the MRD can 
agree on, has said he does not 
want the post because of failing 
health. 

But the sources said if be was 
invited to take the job, Singh 


would be in a position to shape 
the government even if he did not 
become prune minister. 

The MRD campaign started on 
Feb. 18 with demonstrations in 
many oF the impoverished king- 
dom’s towns that appeared to take 
the government by surprise. 

The bloodiest day of the cam- 
paign was on April 6 when at 
least 50 people were killed by 
soldiers who opened fire on 
thousands of demonstratore mar- 
ching on die royal palace. 

That day's violence produced 
Birendra ’s first major concession - 
when he legalised political par- 
ties. 

Chand, whose predecessor jwas 
sacked over the shootings, had 
been in office just 10 days and 
MRD sources said it was be who 
peisuaded the king to issue Mon- 
day’s proclamation. 

They said that after a 15-hour 
meeting with opposition leaders 
ended just before dawn, Chand 
talked with his four-man cabinet 
and prepared a petition which be 
took to the king. 

Until April 6, Birendra and his 
government had shown no signs 
of giving into the MRD’s de- 
mands, saying it contained “anti- 
national elements” and had been 
taken over by Communist ex- 
tremists'. 

Then Prime Minster Marich 
Man Singh Shrestha and his col- 
leagues argued that the Pan- 


Nordic countries urge more states 
to accede to Non-Proliferation Treaty 


STOCKHOLM (Agencies) — In 
January and February, Nordic 
diplomats approached the coun- 
tries which are not signatories to 
the Non-Proliferation Treaty to 
encourage them to accede to it. 
These approaches were made in 
•the context of the fourth review 
conference of the parties to the 
Treaty on the Non-P rolife ration of 
Nuclear Weapons (NPT) which is 
to be held in Geneva from Aug. 
20 to Sept. 14, 1990. 

In acceding to the NPT, non- 
nuclear-weapon states undertake 
not to acquire such weapons. 

To date, 140 countries are sig- 
natories to tiie NPT. However, 
the Nordic countries are con- 


cerned that several major coun- 
tries have stiQ not signed the 
treaty. This applies to nuclear- 
weapon states such as France and 
China and several threshold 
states which are considered to 
have the capacity to manufacture 
nuclear weapons. 

In the Nordic countries* view, 
it is of great importance that the 
review conference should result 
in a confirmation and a reinforce- 
ment of the authority of the 
treaty. Confirmation and rein- 
forcement of the treaty are parti- 
cularly vital in view of the fact 
that the contracting parties are to 
take a decision on an extension of 
the treaty in 1995. 

The Nordic countries intend to 


prese nt a memoradum to the 
NPTs fourth review conference, 
giving their views on die NPT and 
its importance for international 
security. 

The NPT is one of the most 
important ineraational arms con- 
trol agreements and the most 
far-reaching. Since the NPT came 
Into force in 1970, no non-nuc- 
lear-weapon state party to it has 
acquired nuder weapons. 

In the treaty, nuclear-weapon 
states (tiie United States, the 
United Kingdom and the Soviet 
Union) have pledged to negotiate 
on nuclear-weapon disarmament 
and a stop to the nuclear arms 
race. 


Deep distrust besets Nicaraguan 
plan to disarm contra fighters 


LAS GUAYABAS, Nicaragua 
(R) — Nicaragua is taking the 
first tentative steps towards dis- 
arming U.S.-backed contra re- 
bels, but deep distrust persists 
after eight years of war with the 
leftist Sandinista government. 

Mutual suspicion after a con- 
flict that killed 30,000 people in 
the Central American state is 
complicating the disbanding pro- 
cess. 

Guerrillas in the hills of north- 
ern Nicaragua are calling for their 
Sandinista foes to lay down their 
weapons first and Sandinista gov- 
ernment officials have warned 
that civil war could flare again if 
the rebels are not quickly dis- 
armed. 

The right-wing contras have 
said their fighters will keep their 
weapons until top Sandinista 
military chiefs step down. 

But the Sandinistas have in- 
sisted that they will keep their 
loyal army intact after April 25, 
when they handover government 


to U.S.-backed President-elect 
Violeta Chamorro, who won 
elections in February. 

“The Nicaraguan Resistance’s 
arms are not the problem in 
Nicaragua,” a contra comman- 
der known only by his nom-de- 
guerre of “Chfapero" told Reu- 
ters Sunday. 

“The problem in Nicaragua is 
with the arms the Sandinistas 
have.” said Chispero, at 19 an 
eight-year contra veteran and a 
commander in a rebel battalion 
patrolling Jinotega province. 

A contra delegation was due to 
meet representatives from the 
Sandinista government and Cha- 
morro Monday to negotiate con- 
ditions for a ceasefire in Nicar- 
agua — a first step towards dis- 
arming rebel fighters here. 

On Wednesday contras still in 
camps in neighbouring Honduras 
will hand over weapons to United 
Nations officials in what one U.S. 
diplomat said would be an event 
of “very, very high symbolic 

WORLD 


value." 

But by virtually all accounts 
only a few of the estimated 10,000 
rebels remain in the camps with 
the remainder having crossed the 
border into Nicaragua, where the 
contras have fought with U.S. 
backing to oust the left-wing San- 
dinistas. 

Sporadic clashes continue be- 
tween the contra and Sandfarista 
(bices, with each side accusing 
the other of violating a unilateral 
ceasefire. 

Contras seized a section of 
highway within 100 kilometres of 
Managua during the Easter holy 
week, but were repulsed by gov- 
ernment forces, the Nicaraguan 
Defence Ministry said. 

The Sandinistas — defeated by 
Chamorro in the Feb. 25 elec- 
tions have balked at what they 
say are rebel attempts to place 
conditions on their disarming, 
warning contra “blackmail” 
could lead the country into' civil 
war. 


cfcayat system was democratic 
and suited Nepal, a patchwork of 
tribes living in inaccessible moun- 
tain areas. 

They said a multi-party system 
would gjve giant neighbours India 
and China an easy way to influ- 
ence the politics of a country that 
bad to straggle hard to maintain a 
credible independence. 

The Nepali Congress Party has 
dose links with India’s Congress 
Party which has ruled that coun- 
try for aD but three years since 
independence in 1947, although it 
is currently in opposition. 

The Nepali Communist groups 
allied with Congress in the MRD 
have links to China. 

Nepal’s factions had operated 
fairly openly for most of the 30 
years during which parties were 
haimad. They drew their suppor- 
ters, mostly urban, on to the 
streets in large numbers during 
the campaign. 

Demonstrations went on until 
just before the king made his 
proclamation Monday. A crowd 
that at one time numbered about 
15,000 young radicals surrounded 
the building where Chand was 
holding talks with the opposition. 

They stoned his car when he 
tried to leave and later burst into 
the compound and smashed offi- 
cial cars. The demonstrators let 
him go only MRD leaders had 
asked them to go home. 


Colombian 
drug barons 
divided 
over war 

BOGOTA (R) — Colombia’s 
drug trafficking barons appear to 
be deeply divided over tactics of 
bombi n g and assassination that 
have killed more than 240 people 
in an eight-month war against the 
state. 

A statement ostensibly issued 
by “the extradhabks” — a sha- 
dowy group of drug lords wanted 
in the United States — blamed 
Pablo Escobar, the reputed leader 
of the Medellin cocaine cartel, for 
a recent wave of violence and 
rejected his actions. 

*^¥e extraditables do not agree 
with the terro ri st acts winch Pab- 
lo Escobar has been ordering 
indiscriminate ly and in bis per- 
sonal capacity,” said the state- 
ment, sent to a Bogota raefio 
station on Sunday night. 

“We publicly reject before the 
Colombian people the conduct of 
Pablo Escobar because it goes 
against the aim of our struggle, 
which is to be tried in our father- 
land,” it said. 

The statement’s authenticity 
could not be checked. 

The Medellin cartel supplies 
much of the cocaine consumed in 
the United States and Escobar fa 
the Colombian drag baron most 
wanted for trial in U.S. courts. 

Police say it is Escobar who fa 
responsible for a recent upsurge 
in the drug war, which began fast 
August when the government 
cracked down on the booming 
illegal drag trade. 

Twenty-one people were killed 
in a car bomb blast last Wednes- 
day and 29 policemen have been 
shot dead this month in the 
cocaine capital of Medellin. 

The statement said Escobar 
ordered the car attack and a 
planned bombing in Bogota two 
weeks ago. 


Bomb shatters Islamabad minibus 

ISLAMABAD (R) — A bomb shattered a minibus in Islamabad 
Monday just after all passengers had left the vehicle at its terminal, 
witnesses said. Only the bus driver, the only person inside the 
vehicle at the time, was injured by the second bomb blast in the- 
Pakistani capital in four days. An explosion went off near the main 
post office in the nearby town of Rawalpindi Monday without 
causing any damage, witnesses said. It was not immediately known 
whether it was a bomb or some other material that exploded. Last 
Friday, a bomb exploded in a car in Islamabad injuring four 
children. Nobody has claimed responsibility for any of the 
explosions. 

Cheney rebuffs Soviet complaint 

NEW YORK (AP) — Defence Secretary Dick Cheney brushed 
aside Soviet complaints that a new U.S. strategic arms proposal 
was too narrow, a newspaper reported Monday. In an interview, 
Cheney rebuffed a Soviet suggestion that the administration's prop- 
osal on land-based missiles be expanded to constrain sea-based 
missiles, the New York Times reported. Looking forward to new 
arms reductions talks that would follow a treaty to be signed later 
this year, the United States has proposed" a ban on all land-based 
missiles that carry multiple warheads. The United States has the 
advantage in sea- and bomber-based nod ear weapons, while the 
Soviet Union has more land-based missiles. Some Senate Demo- 
crats have argued that the United States should tell tiie Soviets it 
will consider cutting submarine- and bomber-based weapons after a 
strategic treaty is completed this year. Cheney suggested the 
Soviets, despite their complaints, might agree to the proposal 
without any guarantees on sea-based missiles or bomber weapons, 
the newspaper said. 

4 gored to death by bulls in India 

NEW DELHI (R) — Four spectators were gored to death and 20 
were injured in a crush of people when bulls ran amok during a 
Hindu temple festival in the south Indian city of Madurai, the Press 


Trust of India said Monday. The angry bulls created panic when 
they were set loose in a narrow street in the city, cultural capital of 
Tamil Nadu state, during the Jalfikaitn, or “bull-taming,” festival 
Sunday. Young men are awarded prizes for tethering bulls to a tree 
or a post during the annual festival. 

Rival Romanian demonstrators dash 

BUCHAREST (R)— Rival groups kicked and punched each other 
daring demonstrations for and against Romania's ruling National 
Salvation Front (NSF) in Bucharest on Easter Monday. Trouble 
began when supporters of the NSF, which set np a provisional 
government after Stalinist dictator Nicolae Ceausescu was ousted 
in December, started a march at Union Square, usually a venue 
for anti-front gatherings. Opposition groups had called off their 
usual protests there doling Easter. The NSF marchers, numbering 
less titan 100, shouted support for interim Presdent Ion Diescu and 
denounced tire country’s exiled ex-King Michael, barred by the 
government from malting a private Easter ‘visit last week. Hun- 
dreds of people, out for a holiday stroll, reacted angrily forming a 
rival crowd. Harrying tiie marchers and booming loudly, they 
shouted: “The NSF is the KGB” and give King Michael a visa.” 
Tempers flared and scuffles broke out when the anti-front crowd 
blockaded streets ahead of the pro-NSF marchers, forcing them to 
change their route. The two groups were eventually separated by 
columns of armed police as the inarch reached Victoria Square, 
where the government has its headquarters. 

Scientist stands by AIDS breakthrough 

AMSTERDAM (R) — A Dutch scientist says bis research team 
has made “dramatic” progress in laboratory tests on blocking tiie 
AIDS virus from reproducing in the body of an infected person. . 
Jaap Goudsmit, professor of Virology at the Amsterdam Academic 
Medical Centre, stuck to his claim of a breakthrough, despite 
sceptical local reaction after, national newspapers carried headlines 
like “Netherlands experts discover AIDS medicine,” and “New 
control for AIDS.” “I think we have advanced dramatically,” be 
said. 


PATNA, India (Agencies) — At 
least 100 people were feared kil- 
led in a fire that swept through 
two crowded coaches of a com- 
muter train near the north hxfa 
dty of Patna Monday, a senior 
official said. 

District Magistrate S.K. Shar- 
ma tokl reporters 80 bodies had 
been pulled out of the two badly 
burned coaches and more were 
stfll made. 

A senior railway official said 
rescue workers believed a cylin- 
der of gas used in welding ex- 
ploded and cansed the inferno. 

The train caught fire near a 
railroad crossing eight kilometres 
from the centre of Patna, the 
capital of Bihar, one of India’s 
poorest and most populous 
states. 

A large' number of people 
gathered at the ate, hampering 
rescue work and forring police to 
set up loudspeakers and issue 
appeals for people to leave tiie 
area, witnsses said. 

Meanwhile, soldiers searched 
door-to-door for Muslim mili- 
tants Monday, the 10th consecu- 
tive day of an around-the-clock 
curfew banning civilians from 
leaving their homes. 


The government imposed the 
curfew cm April 6 after three 
people were kidnapped by Mus- 
lim militants demanding seces- 
sion of the Kashmir Valley from 
Hmdu-majority India. 

AU three were shot and killed 
when the government fatted to 
respond to the kidnappers’ de- 
mands of freedom for three jafled 
colleagues. 

Since then, Srinagar has been 
under tight military control. 

On Monday, the government 
announced a two-hour lifting of 
curfew in the GvO Lines district, 
which has many shops, but wit- 
nesses said most shops were 
dosed because their owners lived 
in areas where the curfew was not 
lifted. 

In cme district the troops were 
seen forcing a group of men to 
perfo r m a crouching, knee-bend 
exercise with heavy stones on 
their backs. 

“None of them are militants,” 
Raid one witness. “But this will 
make them militants. We thought 
the Indian army was disciplined, 
but we were wrong.” 

He and other witnesses, all of 
whom spoke on condition of 


anonymity, said they were too for 
away to kndw what provoked the 
troops' action. 

The insurgency in the Kashmir 
Valley has chinned at least 270 
lives since the government crack- 
ed, down on the Muslim move- 
ment on Jan. 20. Most of the 
came in confrontations be- 
tween security forces and the 
unfitants. 

The independence movement 
has a> so increased tensions be- 
tween India and Pakistan, which 
have fought two wars over the 

va lley Since both countries gained 
independence from Britain in 
1947. 

On Saturday, Prime Minister 
V.P. Singh said Pakistan was 
gearing up for war, and Pakis- 
tan’s Foreign Ministry reported 
rhat the statement proved that 
Tnriia was trying to provoke a 
war. 

When India and Pakistan we re 
carved out of the formerly Brit- 
ish- ruled subcontinent, the Hindu 
ruler of Muslim-dominated Kash- 
mir opted for union with largely 
Hindu India. Other Mustim- 
majority provinces went to Isla- 
mic Pakistan. 


Roh, Takeshita discuss improving 
legal status of Koreans in Japan 


SEOUL (AP) — Former 
Japanese Prime Minister Nobora 
Takeshita met with President 
Roh Tae-Woo and other South 
Korean leaders Monday and 
promised efforts to improve tire 
v» ggi states of Korean residents 
in Japan. 

Roh urged that the legal status 
of third- genera t i on Koreans liv- 
ing in Japan be resolved by the 
end of tee year, a deadline set 
earlier by both governments. 

“I hope this question will not 
be raised again after tiie dead- 
line,” JEtah told Takeshita over 
famefa at the presidential mansion, 
according to an aide. The aide 
quoted Roh as saying settlement 
of the issue was necessary for 
more cooperative Korea- Japan 
relations. 


About 40 protesters with pla- 
cards reading “war criminal 
Japan, reflect upon yourself,” 
tried to march to the Blue House 
presidential mansion but were 
blocked by about 150 plainclothes 
police. 

Police confiscated sashes and 
placards and hauled the group 
away in police buses. The group 
said they were family members of 
Korean victims of World War II 
and demanded a meeting with 
Takeshita. 

We oppose to the death the 
president’s Japan visit without a 
postwar settlement,” some 
shouted. It was not known If 
Takeshita saw tiie protest. 

Roh fa scheduled to visit Tokyo 
in May, but some Koreans have 
been angered that he would do so 


prior to a settlement of the legal 
status of Koreans living there. 

It was not known whether 
Takeshita and Roh discussed tee 
proposed visit. 

The presidential aide, request- 
ing anonymity, said Roh told 
Takeshita that bad feelings still 
existed among Koreans over 
“two unfortunate incidents” and 
the feelings would be diluted if 
the two governments settled the 
issue. 

The two incidents referred to 
tee 1592 Japanese invasion of 
Korea and Japan's 35-year colo- 
nial rale of Korea which ended in 
1945 at tee end of World War II. 

The former prime minister is 
visiting South Korea as the 
Japanese president of the Korea- 
Japan Parliame n tarians' Union. 


6 people win environmental prizes 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — A 
Kenyan who walked thousands of 
miles to save black rhinos and a 
Hungarian writer fired for chal- 
lenging plans to dam the Danube 
River were among six people 
named Monday to share a 
$360,000 environm ental prize. 

The ncwly-cstabhshed $60,000 
individual awards are to be given 
annually by the Goldman En- 
vironmental Foundation, found- 
ed by two San Francisco philan- 
thropists, Richard and Rhoda 
Goldman. 

Hie winners, nominated by 15 
leading international environ- 
mental groups, were: 

— Michael Werikhe, who has 
walked thousands of kilometres 
across Africa and Europe since 
1982 to raise funds used to save 
the black rhinoceros from extinc- 
tion. 

— Janos Vargha, who lost his 
job at a major scientific magazine 


after be became a leader in the 
movement to halt the S3 billion 
Nagymaros hydroelectric project 
on the Danube. 

— Harrison Ngau, of Malaysia, 
a leader in a movement to pre- 
vent the loss of Malaysian ram- 
forests. Because of his activities, 
he was jailed for 60 days in 1987 
and then barred until June 1989 
from engaging in further political 
action. 

— Bob Brown, an Australian 
physician who gave up his medic- 
al practice to help found the 
Tasmanian Wilderness Society 
and prevent the damming of one 
of Australia’s last free-flowing 
rivets. 

— Janet Gibson,' a biologist 
and vice-president of the Belize 
Audubon Society who led the 
fight to protect a 200-kik)metre- 
long barrier reef off die coast of 
the Central American country. 

— Lois Gibbs, a housewife 


Greta Garbo dies 


NEW YORK ( AP) — Greta Gar- 
bo, the husky-voiced Swedisb- 
born screen legend who turned 
her back on Hollywood in 1941 
but never faded in the public’s 
imagination, fa dead at 84. 

Tbe reclusive Garbo died Sun- 
day, said Andrew Banoff, 
spokesman for New York Hospit- 
al. At her family's request, 
Banoff gave no other information 
except that donations in her 
memory could be made to a 
kidney treatment centre at the 
hospital. 

Banoff said he didn’t know 
who the family members were 
who requested details be with- 
held, but neighbours said she had 
a niece. He said services would be 
private. 

Ben Bottenwaser, who lived in 
an apartment below Garbo's, 
said the actress had undergone 
dialysis treatment ■ 

With her sculpted beanty, Gar- 
bo first gained attention in silent 
films. When talkies ramw along, 
Hollywood worried that her ac- 
cent and throaty voce would end 
her career, but they only en- 
hanced her appeal. She became 
an international sensation with 
such films as Anna Christie, Mata 
Hari, Grand Hotel and Queen 
Christina. 

She reigned in Hollywood in 
the ’30s. Public response to her 
face and her lithe figure in silky 
haher gowns was so frenzied that 
the phenomenon had a name: 
“Garbomama.'* Some critics con- 
sidered her the finest screen ac- 
tress of an time. 

But Garbo disliked the atten- 
tion and quit at age 36. Her 24 
films — ind nriing- tee festival 
standards Camille and Ninotchka 
— kept her name alive for gen- 
erations, the woman known worl- 
dwide, simply as Garbo remained 
practically shuttered in her Man- 
hattan apartment, where she 


moved after becoming a US. 
citizen in 1951. She also hid in 
various retreats in France and 
Switzerland. 

When she travelled, she slip- 
ped m and out of airports in dark 
glasses and a slouch ten. “Garbo 
watchers” would wait hours out- 
side her apartment, hoping to 
catch a glimpse of her. Photo- 
graphers who stalked her occa- 
sionally stole a quick shot of “the 
face.” 

In Grand Hotel, (me of her 
tines was, 1 want to be alone. 
Legend has it she used it on 
reporters who dogged her. But 
riw denied it, telling a friend she 
actually had said, “I want to be 
let alone.” 

Nominated four times for an 
Academy Award, she didn't win 
until 1955, when tiie academy 
gave her a special Oscar for “a 
series of luminous and un for ge t t - 
able performances.” Garbo efid 
not appear to collect it 

“As an actress and as a person 
tee had tins very special thing 
about her that I think sort of set 
her apart,” Actor Jimmy Stewart 
said. “It was a combination of tbe 
way she looked, her voice and tbe 
beautiful way site moved.” 

“I think her mystique was her 
privacy,” comedian Milton Beiie 
said. 

She never married, bat ramounf 
of her love affairs with rich and 
famous men were abundant. 
Over the years, she was linked 
with actor John Gilbert, maestro 
Leopold Stokowski add Russian- 
born entrepreneur George 
Schlee. 

In comments published in Life 
magazine in 1989, Garbo de- 
scribed herself as a “sour tittle 
creature.” 

“I don’t want any kind of atten- 
tion from anybody, except that I 
know that someone likes me, and 
that's nice. Otherwise, it’s sfeken- 


wfao sounded tee alarm over the 
dumping of 22,000 tonnes of toxic 
waste in New York state’s Love 
Canal. Her work resulted in the 
evacuation of 810 families from 
their homes and inspired gras- 
sroots environmental campaigns 
elsewhere in tbe United States. 

The foundation released state- 
ments from several world leaders 
who praised the decision to give 
the awards. 

“As the governments of the 
world join together in addressing 
the cumulative impacts of man’s 
activities on tiie planet, it is im- 
portant that we not lose right of 
the positive role individuals can 
play,” said President George 
Bush. 

British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher said: “We all have 
a responsibility to ensure that the 
delicate balance of nature on our 
planet fa left intact for our chil- 
dren and our grandchildren.” 






Garbo in Ninotchka 

ing,” she said. 

In the rare interviews she gave, 
she said “you cheapen youseff” in 
telling others “your private joys 
and sorrows.” She said she pre- 
ferred to let her work speak for 
itself. 

Neighbour Buttenwefaer, who 
said he knew Garbo for 35 years, 
said he sometimes discussed 
world developments with her but 
that she would not talk about her 
film career. 

Carl Peterson, a doorman in 
■her building, said he last saw her 
last week. “She had gray hair and 
was very thin. She looked very 
pathetic,” he said. 

Bom Greta Lovisa Gnstafeson 
in Stockholm, Garbo was the 
daughter of an uneducated 
labourer who was oft e n 31 or 
unemployed. After her father 
died when she was 14, site left 
school and earned $25 a inearth as 
a department store clerk. 

While derkmg, she was chosen 
to appear in a filmed hat adver- 
tisement. The 17-year-old was 
stagestrock and enrolled in Stock- 
hobm’s Royal Dramatic Theatre 
Academy. She won several small , 
parts, the first in a 1923 comedy, 
“Peter the Tramp.” 
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Miss Norway 
becomes 
Miss Universe 

LOS ANGELES (Agencies) — 
Norwegian Mona Grudt; 
known as “the beauty queen from ■ . 
Heir — won the Mss Universe 
cro wn Sunday, beating 71 contest 
tants from around tiro wOtikL - A 
Grudt, a 19-year-old redhead * 
from a town called Hell in north- 
era Norway, beat Miss USA 
Carole Gist into second place. 

Miss Colombia, Useth Mahecfe, 
was third. Grudt, whose 
measurements were given ss~34> "V 
24-35 inches (86-60-88 . 

travel the world on behalf 'offhe>r 
competition and received 
$200,000 in gifts. The other. seven f.V 
semi-finalists were from India, 
Mexico, Turkey, Chile, Botoifa; 
Czechoslovakia, and V ene a fo e fa . 

The organisers said 600 mHiiojU • - 
television viewers in 30 couattite • 
had watched the Miss Umvwse 
show. The women modelled if 
swimsuits, evening dress, and era- . . 
cfitional costumes for a 12-mem- 
ber panel of judges. The Soviet 
Union, competing for the test g . 
time, was represented by Eyfa 
Stalbovska. ’Twill try to make 
girls believe this is more than. & - 
beauty contest, and that you have 
to be something more than empty :• 
inside to win this,” said tiie 19- .' 
year-old Miss Universe. Mias 1 
Grudt said she wants to work as a 
pediatric nurse and “help -dig- 
poor children in Africa.” Mbs’ 
Grudt’s mother, Maigit Grudt, 
contacted by telephone m HeB; 
said: “We’re very surprised .and 
happy. We hope R roll bring fas 
many chances to travel and' do ■ 
something for other people." 

‘Leaping cow * 

crushes 
governor's car 

ANKARA (R) — A cow des- - 
fined for a Turkish slaughter ' 
house leapt from a lorry on to the 
roof of a car carrying a provincial 
governor, crushing it and injuring 
fire occupants, the popular daily 
Gunaydfn said Monday. The gov- 
ernor of Western Mugta province 
End Cakir, his wife, driver and 
security guard suffered slight in- 
juries but tbe car was almoa a. 
total loss, it said. 

Thai worker cuts . 

off organ because " 

wife left him 

BAHRAIN (R) — A Thai con- 
sanction worker in Bahrain, de- 
pressed teat his wife had left him, 
cut off his penis. Consultant uro- 
logist Dr. Mohammad Durazi 
told Reuters his friends disco- 
vered him bleeding, put his se- 
vered penis in a bottle of water 
and drove R and him to hospital. 
Durazi said be took three horns 
to sew the penis on again in “The 
organ fa functioning well,” he 
added. “He fa much better now, 
talking and smiling with hfa 
friends.” 

3 children kill 
wife-beating father 

SEOUL (R) — Three school a 
children stabbed and dubbed to * 
death tear drunken father who 
was beating hfa wife, police said. 

Kang Kyu-Son, 40, was knocked, 
down with baseball bat wielded 
by his ten year-okJ son as he was 
battering his wife, and was then 
attacked by his two d au g h te rs 
aged 12 and 13. The elder daugh- 
ter stabbed Kang in the throat 
and chest seven times with a 
kitchen knife whole the younger - 
one hit him with a chopping 
board and a pan, police said. 

N. Ireland drunk 
drivers face tough 
crackdown 

W — Convicted 
rin^dnvers in Northern Ireland 
will have to pass another driving 

avowed bade ft 

“tand the wheel and then drive 
^restricted speed for a year, 

J special car pEte. 
ihcre are too many people who 
tee throttle from 
tee bottle. Northern Ireland 
Jj^jsport Minfatar Peter Rot- 
tanuey said on 
tough propc 
special car 
that the driv 
speed of 72 
Traffic acrid 
land account 
“any death 
sectarian at 
The death tc 
age about 2 C 
who plans to 

5 ons in ibid 
“We don’t i 
driving. We 
people 
want t 
together.”' 




